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he name CRYSTAL GAYLE instantly

evokes two indelible images in the
minds of the general public; that of the
beautiful songstress with the dark brown
hair trailing down to her feet: and the hit
single "Dont It Make My Hrown Eves
Blue’ which ook off across the globe in
1977, Indeed, as one of the elite of country
artistes who have sucoesslully crossed over
into the pop feld, Crvstal can doaw the
necessary audiences which have brought
her regular bookings in Las Vegas, Lake
Tahoe, Reno. Ailantic City and other
prestigious venues,

S“j“:“ how did ihe musical career of
this delicate yet determined woman with
the crystal clear and evocative vocal style
evalve? Cryvstal was bom Brenda Gail
Webhb on @ January 1931 in the tiny
ﬂpﬂhwhlim mining village of Paintsville
in Kentucky, the youngest of the cight
children of Ted and Clara Webb, Poverty
stricken. the Webbs used music to entertain
themselves and it was in this environment
that Crystal's talents began o emerge. "My
mother always loved 1o el le | was
singing before | could walk.”, she
remembers. "My mother really belicved in
me and anviime anyone would come o the
house, she'd make me sing. | wok 1o
hiding because T wis shy, bul she alwitys
found me and pushed me oot front of

whatever audience there was. Once |
started h-.IIIHIII'IE_ thowith, 1 wais fine,”

Elder sister was. ol course, Loretta Lynn
whase oustanding career in Country Music
bears no repeating heie (wov Coumiry Music
People, Feliruary 19851 "1 grew up with my
sister in the business as the star she a5 [
was just very proud: T was always bragging
about my sister,”, Crvstal recalis. But she
was alio convineed that she 1o could
become @ successlul singer. As a tecnager,
Crystal’s talents sprang 1o prominence at
Wahash High School where, as well ns
singing in the choir. she began playing
acoustie guitar and performing folk songs,
while at weekends her developing vocal
prowess would augment her brothers”
country hand, Loretls was, however,
responsible for bringing her sister's
abilities before wider audiences when,
lollowing her graduation, she invited
Crystal 1o join her stage show and sing a
few numbers

It s an intriguing question 1o ask why
Crystal's vocal sivle did not dl:vl.'ll.vﬁ in the
same manner as Loretta’s. Crystal herself is
in no doubt as o the main reason—
“heciuse even though | was born in
Keniucky where my sister was bormn with
me, a1 4 very young age (four) we moved o
Indiana and 11's & waally different
upbringing and thir's one of the reasons |

CRYSTAL GAYLE

born to sing . . . .

believe that 've been able 1o succeed in
the business with 4 sister as famous as
Loretia,” Another factor explaining the
difference was the much broader range of
musical inflluences which Crystal absorbed
"l grew up singing the Beatles songs, Patsy
Ching, Brenda Lee, folk music (Peter, Paul
& Mary), along with a lot of the country
sounds and a ru: of the !pclp hite of the day
s0 my background was full of everything.
My sound was so diffcrent from my s151er's
and is another reason why | was able o
supgerd,”

Having such an illustrious singer does
help 1o win a recording contract and. in
1970, aged nineteen, Crystal was signed o
Loretia's label, Decea. Crystal recollects
her first recording session with homor, but
also some of the amusement bom of the
knowledge that she is now an established
star, "1 was 20 nervous aboul goang in and
couldn’t zing. | had completely lost in We

ut down all the tracks and then 1 went in
ater and pul my voice down.” Her first
single, Tve Cried The Blue Right Out OF
My Eves’, o ballad, made the Top Thiry
the same year. Mot only had Lorettn
written the number (and two athers on
Cryvstals debut album), she had alzo found
the captivating name which her vounger
sibling would use from now omwards.
Fearing that 10 be marketed a2 Brenda
Webb risked confusion with the ever
popular Brenda Lee, Loretta. struck by the
name Krystal on a Mazhville hamburger
stond, persunided her sister fo adopt this in
conjunction with her second chrstian
name. After some spelling adjustments,
'Crystal Gayle’ was born

An appreciation
I by STEVE MOREWOOD

|.i.i|:l.‘l'|il1,,g LIh ] l!ll;'l l;..._lﬂj. rq\urdinp I!:,h]a:,.,
there is an immaturity and lack of
conviction in most of the songs, which was
reflected by Crvsial enjoving only two
further minor hits with MOCA {formerly
Decea). Stll searching for o distinctive and
dl’rj'lc':lliﬂﬂ vocal wdeniify, Cryvsial poined
Linited Arists in 1972 and so began the
now famous musical lisison with freelance
producer and songwriter Allen Revnolds,
who was already bringing success 1o Don
Williams. Crvsial reac ila.- admans tht
Reynolds made all the difference. =1 feli
that Allen was very wonderful and very
good for my carcer. He was someone that |
never thought 1'd ever find in Nashville
I'm a0 glad 1 did.”

Recognising Crystal's potential, Reyoolds
gave her greater freedom in selectin
material 1o record and encouraged her 1o
cultivate & more indmidualistic vocal stvle.
Against usually simple backgrounds which
featured a variety ol instruments, Crystal's
enchantin m:u.is glided along bringin
ouf the full meaning of the lyrics with her
interpretations. Reportedly refusing to
record any more ol Loretta’s songs, Crystal
at last moved out of her shadow and with
some inspired choices the hits began 10
Now. Reynolds” "Wrong Road Again® ani
Somehody Loves You' provided two carly
hits and began a pattern of regular
successes in the country charts which has
continued. The unusual ‘One Maore Time
(Karneval) gave an early indication that
Crystal was nol comlent 1o restrict hersell
to recognised country material. a
charactenstic which 1 now a mainstay of
the current Nashville scene

T Cret Ower You', the title wack of her
second album with Revnolds, gave Crystal
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her first number one in 1976, Another
chart topper, “You Never Miss A Real
Giood Thing' quickly followed and the
samie yeuar the Academy of Country Music
vired Crystal "Outstanding Female
Vocalist’, 1977 was the vear which brought
Crystal international stardom. Her fourth
plbum, the aptly miled "We Musi Believe In
Magic, contained the haunting single
‘Daon’t 1t Make My Brown Eves Blue’
which Rited Crystal o o lee—even her
picrcing blue eyes were the mght colour
Mot anly did it top the country charts. it
also seored heavily in Europe and Britain
where Crystal capitalised on her success by
sccompanying Kenny Rogers on tour
Richard Leigh had wrinen both “I1 Get
Over You' and 'Brown Eyes” and Crysial 15
quick to acknowledge her debt 1o ham and
other songwriters "r'lhmh i's wionderful
1o be able o sit down and create on papet
some of the greatest lyncs

Talking In Your Steep’ (1978) furnished
anolher Mmoo CroSsover bt with s |"|.'I'1.I.'l.."|
blending of Crytal’s sophisticated siyling
and luscious instrumentation, Moreover,
Crystal's albums were  also making theis
mark and emulated their crcaton in
rL'l.IIE:IIi\-II:I!.: no musical boundaries. “We
Must Believe In Magic' became the first
albuim by a female country artiste 1o afiain

latinum status (as did its successor "When

Diream’), reaching number twelve in the
LIS pop charts. The sccolades continued
m the wake of Crysial’s continuing and
burgeoning success, with her f‘;‘lrl& pamed
‘Female Vocalist of the Y ear in 1977 and

1978 by bath the ACM and CMA. "Brown
Eves’, Crysinl's biggest selling single, won
coveled Grammy awards for ‘Best Female
Vocal Performance’ and "Best Country
Song

Since the heady success of international
success of the late 70w, Crysial's crossover
hits have mysteriously petered oul despite
the fact that much of the majenil she has
since recorded would reside more easily on
& pop chart than a country one. The
country hits have continued unabated. Her
briel spell with US Columbia between 1979
und 1952 spawned len hits, mehuding three
number ones. She then switched 10
Elektra/ Warner Brothers with whom she
has remained, chalking up nine number
ones (o date, Many of her albums have
also been notable successes including “Miss
The Mississippi’ { 1979, her fourth gold LP.

True Love' (1982) and "Cage The Songhird”
{15953,

Live performances have always figured
prominenily l.'r'fn-‘.r.ll s itimerary—in 1985,
for indunce, she performed at 120 concens
which included an appearance at the 15th
Annual CMA Awards ceremony in
Mashville. In Britain, she has graced
Wembley four times (1971, 1977, 1979
19881, the first occasion being with
Laretta’s show, and in March 1] she
headlined a sellowt concert at London's
Apollo Theatre, which was later televised

Anyone who has been fortunate cnoagh
to see Crystal perform ‘live” will appreciate

fconiinued on back cover)
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WE'LL BUY THEM
Lt us have a list of anything thal you have for
disposal, new or old, and wa'll let you have a
price by return.
WE SELL THEM
Let us have a lisi of your wants, especially
anything you've been looking lor withoul suc-
cess, and wa'll lel you know whal we
can supply.
WE TRADE THEM
Cina for one. il you've gol something we want
and we've gol something you'd like, we can
swap. Lot us have & lisl of your sants and your
W,
WE'LL PART EXCHANGE THEM
|| Let us have a lst of your albums you have for
exchange and also a list of whal you wani and
we'll prabably be abde lo do something.

RYAMN'S COUNTRY
35 HALL STREET, PENYCAE.
WHEXHAM, CLWYD
Tolophone: (0978) 841075

A guftry fogkng Cryetal fiom 1978
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her near (lawless singing and lively
personality. The excellent “In Concen
video lentunme Crystal ot Hamilion Place,
Canada, in which the mulii-faceted album
“True Love 15 heavaly ﬁ,".ill!lth‘d F“"-"" F p;:uuj
indication
humaour and, above all, an :n:rr'l..Linn':F
mixture of material. Though she has not 20
far ncted in films, C rystal regards hersell as
un actress on stage. “You have o play it
oul. There'll be some nights you go on and
you might not be fecling a hundred per
cent and maybe the public will not be
aware of that and YOU've got 1o put 4
listle bit more in there 10 get the song
across. Most of the ime when I'm on stage
il Now.”™ Believability has been the
haltmark of Crvstal’s success. “When I'm
choosing a song the melody has 1o hit me
first. Then, il | feel strongly about the
Iyrics. Ul try to record it I'm sure I've
wrned down a lot of good ones but of |
can’t feel a song. | can'l communicate it”

Crystal enjovs performing at the Desert
Inn in Las Viggas but genemlly prefers
“being in different concert halls and
playing to that type of audience than
staying in one place.” Perhaps her most
nerveracking assi nment wis singing "He
Is Beautiful To Me' at President Reagan's
l::-.mgl:mnun which, looking hack, she
regards as “a preal expenience”. This
manth. September |988, she is 10 appear a
Lake Talioe in concert with her big sister
Loretta—the first time they will have been
together when both are mapor stars

very singer has an image. In Crystal's

case, her noaturil beauty and imnocent look
have captivated the hearts of men and
hrought the envy of women the world over.
She lnughs off the sccolade of having been
vited one of the top en most aifrachive
women in the world (1983 and strangely
never tires of belng asked about her
enarmous mine of hair. When she was
starting oul. well wishing femalkes in the
busimess urged her o have ©f cut and
curled—even 1o dve it blonde, Cryvsial
stubbomly refused und, her singing aside.
it s the length of her haoir “hl.l.ﬁ fu. WV
provides a talking point. “You cannot plan
anything other than washing your hair and
doing o concert”™., Crystal revealed ai
Wembley, "1 like it a hittle shorier than
what il is right now—about three inches ofl
the ground— and it 15 on the groond rght
novw and 1 fimd | step on if on =.1.||.:~L

In the background but neveriheless an
mtegral part ol her suceess 5 hushand mmd
manager Wil Gatzimos, a former law
stiident ai Indizna Linpversity who also acts
as hiz wile's lawver. Crvstal ond Bill met
amnd fell m love while she was at High
School and they lenrned the singing
business iogether. The unassuming Hill
remembers that in the carly dayvs neither ol
them know " Jod aboiil 61 g looking
back we were hoth very naive and 1 think
over the years vou pay vour dues and vou
learn Im soch a relati \rl\l'|||1 it % nol
abamve easy i end the business tnlk and
relax, bt the longevity of the partnership
underlines Gatzimos s recollection of Ih-_||
being only freendly differences of opinion

Ihe marmage has 3o far produced mwo
children, a son and duughter, The laser
Cathenne Clair, was being carmed when
Crvstal recorded the age The Songbird
b, pars ol whech related 1o children. =
She was credued on the album “MNobaody
Wanis To Be Alone™ | 1989 “Tor hier
distractions’, featured an the video ol
Crestal's rendering of Hillie Holiday's "Clod
Bless The Child and s n.;.l.l irly
introduced at concens. Crystal sdmits 1o
ioving children: “not every aspect ¢
having children is cosy, bt i1 4 preat
fecling to have voir own child, seeing whai
vou have made grow up,”

Alter both of her oflspning's births
Crystal’s weight ballooned. but diet and
ciercse had restored her tnm Digure by the
time she went back on the road

The family home 15 a0 cight acre ranch
i Mashville. whose blessings include
swimming pools mside and out In lnte
1987, CUrystal went ofl the modd both o
record ,|r||| B ot the I-l|||'|| touchies 1o het
new store close 10 her home which
specialises i Waterlord crvstil and
>wedish crystal, Some years apo. Crysial
Began o balld up her own collection
which began i England when she wuis
presented with a prece of Waterford crvstal
by val Broonican on his BAC television
show. And i goes sathool saving that
when she wears jewellery crystals adorn
her neck. ears and fingers

Crystal’s recent albums have femured a
variety of producers and she herself
credited with dirgcting them—though she
diogs not fule out the possibility of working
wilh Revnialds agiin at some point Crvsial
Hakd gilsie ventuied mio the duet field
enpoying two chart toppers with Eddie
il amd, more recenily, with Ciary
e Rabbatt iniuitively felt that the
halliscd “You And I' wouldn't work it just
himself stmgimg and so he mvited Crystal
o contribule with the resulting superh
blend of Eddie's rough hone vicals
smiothed over by Crysial's rich velvet
Makin® Ulp For Losi Time
led Tor the “Thallas’ TV
Another World', a
been tha

Ral

LN
ariginally fec
serves allum, and
further TV soap theme song, have
ma o Trvirts of the Ciavle Moms

partnersbhp,. Lrped on by her record
company. the two m corded o diset album
What If We Fall In Love’, a sell-indulgen
project redeemed only by the two singles
which must rank as Crvstal’s worst albam

And what of the Tature? Crystal does nol
helieve in goals. but when pushed revealed
Aeveral intenetting progects in the pipeline
First comes a new album which she
pralesses 1o hamg very exaled aboul
Crystal hus long nurered an ambition (o
revornd with sisters Loretih and Pegey Sue
Wright and is hoping that thetr demanding
schedules can be mamied up o 11:|||.|d|_'
trme 1o lay down the tracks. With the
current Mashville success of family progps
such & trio album could work splendidly
as Lrvstal appreciates when relermng fo
their contrasting woces, ~ Peggy has o
higher voice. Loretta has the muddle, and |
have the lower

T st enpoy singing | st want 1o
confimue making pood muosie | think T
prrosbuskrly o musee special albums Td Hke
o do an album of blues and mavbe an
album of old standard coantry, which [ve
becn wanhmg 10 do for quirke o witle, bul
usually when you go in o do yvour album
the record company expects all mew thinges

But | think I'm ponna pud my (ool

Uown and say, Thix & whar S ponea oo
rorw . Lets hipe she does for 1 will be
remimder that desplic her sophistication
andd the different musical dimensions she
has eaplored, Cryvsial Govle semains a
coniniry girl ar heart, And long v her
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