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Im:luded in this month— Don Ford interviews with Crystal Gayle & |

Top Nashville record producer Allen Reynolds/Spencer Leigh interviews |
‘New Faces’ winners Poacher
Plus the usual extensive coverage of the British Country Music Scene,
Hagimul Hapurts and Intarwuwa etc.
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Crvstal Gayle is one of those people who have |1:Lr.I the unenviable task of making their mark in
their chosen career in the shadow of an illustrious elder, in this case her sistier Loretia Lynn. Ms.
Gavle s, however, well and (ruly mode her mark and can walk in the sunshine. Last October she
became the Country Music Associations’ "First Lady™ when she was awarded the tile "Female
Vocalist of the Year’|

Crystal Gavle's formarive vears did not =ee the hard times that one associntes with Loreito. = We
maved from Kentueky when | was rather voung and my life in growing up was a lot different from
that of my sister.” When the family moved (o Wabash, Indiana, she was Tour vears old, during her
school vears she proved her prowess as a songstress by performing al various functions along with
ather members of her family, Her senior year at High School brought o recording contract with Dee-
ca Records and her first single release. 1 Cried (The Blue Right Ouw OF My Eyes)” was issued in
1970 and scored a big success, reaching the Top 20 in the country charts and led o regualar ap-
pearances on the Jim Ed Brown TV Show.

Easter 1971 saw her ot the International Festival of Country Musie here in England as part of

. Loretta Lynn's show. 1 was sick at {he fime,” she recalls. | had a ferrible cold.” When talking to

i Crystal more recently | suggested that she was sixteen at the time of that 1971 visit. There was o
slight hesitation then, with a beautiful smite. she replicd, Y ou can think it. sou can think anything
vou want.” What we did extablish was that soon after returning (o the Staies she was married.

Maore record releases followed from Decea bul none engoyed the suecess of her first one and wha
proved (o be the lnst release on that label had rather an ironical title, ™1 Hope Yoiu're Havimg Beiler
Luck Than Me™] Crysial Gayle's luck was 1o change for the better, in 1973 she signed a recording
comtract with United Artists Records and came under the guiding hand of prodocer Allen Beynolds,
The parinership tasted success from the beginning, her Grst album on LA “Crystal Gayle™
produced three chart makers in “Restless”, “Wrong Road Again™ and “This Is My Year For
Mexbea™. The subtle changes in stvle were there for ol 1o see. from an origingl countey buckproand
o the start of her carcer Ms. Gayle appeared (o be walking ihe very thin line of MOR. Her second
album continued the suceessful start. titled “"Somebody Loves You™ it produced the hit single of 1he
same name and the LIS No. 121U Ger Over You™'. In the US Crystal Gayle was very much on her
way and here in the UK she was getting established. Her hil singles were getting a eonsiderabile
amaunt of airplay.

1976 saw yet another successful album release. this one, called very simply. “Crvstal’” contained
vel more chart hits in the shape of “0me More Time™ and " You MNever Miss A Real Good Thing
(L nil He Savs Goodbye )

Easter of that vear saw her hack at the International Festival of Country Music, this time in her
own right. where she brooght her classy, easy to listen to, laid back stvle in Mondayv's so called "oon-
temparary day’. Talking (o her in the Press Room (where she nearty lell out of one of the uncomfor
table chairs and instead of threatening to sue someone, she politely Wlamed & on jet lag!h | iold her
that 1 had read in an American numgazine that she did nol wish 10 be eonsidered a eountry artist. "'l
read everything about me, and | wonder did | sav that, | doin’t remember. Mo, iF you read it then i

was out of someone else’s mouth, becavse | am definitely a coontry antiste. Pye even read thai |

i dicin’t even want 1o be considered Loredin’s sister and | think it°s great (o hove o sister as i-um-tu FY
Loretta, vou know (o me. she's the best countey artiste that has ever been, 50 vou really can "1 believe
all Nl read, 'm -.h-fll:||11|.'|:| country and if my records eross over that's fine, [ like it all. but 'm
definitely in country and 1m never gomg 1o do anyihing o put it down, because that s just oot me,
Talking 1o her at some length during her November "77 wor 1 found that she laughs a Iot and
plays with that beawiifol hair, dragging it over one shoulder, scemingly nervous of what I might ask
her. Belving the fact that this voung lady is the conlident boss of o live piece band, She is shortly (o
miake Peace & Quict” o six piece outhii and deseribes how Important il is for them nol only o pli
well, but g0 et along well sogether. *These guysare just super.™ That's all very well | thought. *"But
are you really the boss? " Crvstal hesitated and with another of those big smiles she said. “*1"'m little,
bt I'my foud ™", One of the things always interests me when | see these lovely lndies on tour ond o few
thousand miles away from home is what do their husbands think about it all? In Mx, Gavle's cose
1'% this. "My husband used to travel with me before 1got my own groop, we waited until | could af-)
ford the musicians and then he went back (o school, he s going to get a graduate school af Vander-
built Lrniversity, that's o Law school. He s one bundred per cent for my career and we both beliewve
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at being n erwﬂ [ur it to l'lr.I w; m-ﬁ.t’ul 'mu hau_' 1n hc able 1o dn YOUT (wn Iilmg |11I1|I. u[ YOHLL 10
b happy in what you are doing. 3o il singing and touring make me h:ipp_l.'. then it makes him hap-
py. Then him going on and having his own totally different career than | have makes me really glad
because | am nat going (o be singing all my life.”

The lady finds that life on the road can be very tnxing. as we spoke she was very much looking
forward Lo taking the rest of November. December and January off and doing things like joining o
health club, getting back into her SR W riting and some of the many things that ether people take
for gramted, *Did it ever become a chore for hee?” | asked. ' Sometimes. when you want to be-able
to do evervthing bul... . .timewise,....you have to get your sleep. there are the early starts....i 1% not
ns though you don’t want to do it, but 1 have found that | have 1o pace my schedule a lol more
than.....now Kenny { Rogers), be could go from day to darck. he is a big person and 'm sure that his
physical being lets him do it. Bug | have been sick twice this summer and | have had to cancel dates
because 1 had totally lost my voiee.””

Congratulating Crystal on her CMA Award. | asked her to tell me about the evening of the Awar-
ds Show. “*Did you have any idea that vou had won prior (o the announcement?™ **No, o couple of
peaple had come up 1o me and saud. "“vou're gonna win™, it was making me upset because | said,
“don't say that, whoever wins. wins."Then when | did win, it was really super, | really wasn’t expec-
ting to hear my name. | wanted (o hear it and | thought, Oh well, better luck next fime or something
like that. It was just super. | boved it.” Winning such an honeur can only bring further fame.
“What."” | asked her. “*does it mean for you career wise?™

It means a lot more than | realised. in the sense of people. 1t was something like the 11th rated
T¥ show ihat day and after that. everywhere | went, people would come up and congratulate me. |
had ta leave Mashville the next day. 1 was going to Los Angeles 1o film the Dean Martin Christmas
Special. and people there. that you woubdn't really expect (o know country music, knew that | had
won and they were just really nice about it. You know, | can remember being in the andience at the
Awards Show, when 1 wasn't even in the running and thinking how neat it would be (o be up there
one of these days. and never dreaming that it would happen.'

When Crystal Gavle first started in country music with her sister. it was Loretta who paid the
CMA dues Tor her. "hecause it oost quite a bitat the time,” What was Loretta’s reaction to her win?
“Loretia was rooting for me. she said that she thought that | was the only anc that should get it Al-
ter the show | had some interviewers that came up to me and [ had a couple that | would have loved
fo have taken a brick and hit them over the head with it, They were coming up (o me and saying,
“you showed your sisler didn’t you.” you know, things like that. they really bother me because | love
miy sister and she's w0 proud thai | won the Award.”™ Thankful that | had posed the question in
such a way as to avoid o possible brick bashing my thoughts turned (o money, With a siring of hits
behind her and, predictably, more to come. With the lucrative side effects of her CMA honour vet o
materialise. it oecurred to me that | might be speaking to a very rich girl. " Wouold it be impertinent
of me to sugpest such a thing? What is your attitude (o the dollar?™

A huge giggle accompanied her immediate reaction. " That is not true! No. it's not been since the
last cowple of vears that my records have done enough where | could say that | wasn't having (rouble
financially, in the sense of making ends meet every vear. Now with the band we've got twice as much
outgaings. Really. as long as | have got enough money 1o have what | need....vou can bet 'l always
find something [ don’t necd! Money is nice (o have. you can't do muchwithout it and having more
momey means that | can do things that | like doing, in the sense that | can buy things for peaple.
especially at Christmas time. withou! worrying ton much about the price tickef. Nothing
outrageous, bul | can remember the times when 1 had to set a limit (o find a gift for that particular
person. But money is not the reason that I'm into singing. | love Siiging

Both on and off stage Cryvstal Gayle is a delight. No doubt arguments will rage as (o wheiler or
not she is country. No doubt there will be those who will wonder how she was voted Coundry Muisic
Associntion ‘Female Vocalist of the Year'. Regardiess of all that. Allen Reynolds and his protege
have shown remarkable astuteness in their choice of material for the albums that have so far been
- released on United Artists, and this is more than emphasised on har lagest LP, “*We Must Believe In
Magic” and in particular in that lovely song, “Don’t It Make Your Brown Eyes Blue™. which i
. surely the song that will establish the long haired beauty solidly here in the UL K,
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THIS LIST OF ARTISTES SUPERSEDES ALL OTHERS

SATURDAY 25 MARCH 1978

al 545 pm
DON WILLIAMS
VERNON OXFORD
DON EVEELY
BARBARA FAIRCHILD
JODY MILLER
FREDDIE HART
WILBURN BROTHERS
CARL SMITH
CARROL BAKER

00 O FREE farey DFEM

il H §ASLY TO GUMESETEIY FEETTE BEELERED

MERLE HAGGARD
MOE BANDY

TOMPALL GLASER
RONNIE PROPHET

TIWRET: AY ARLARLE PiB0% BOX oo vl
Tel Wi W] (X1
b slan ikikadio wr hamalan m Wommimy
[, 50, CN S0, C7 0, D6, e, 8,8, 02,
Tea dey ki Saiarlsy sl Sosley 008, L1086,
Cidioen, Lo, CEen.
Thnes dart s [Rb08, [11.08, 08, om0

SUNDAY 26 MARCH 1978
at 5.45 pm

MARTY ROBBINS
RONNIE MILSAP
DONNA FARGO

CARL PERKINS
SKEETER DAVIS
LLOYD GREEN
CHARLIE McCOY
HARGUS *PIG’ ROBBINS
LYNCH AND LAWSON
DAVE & SUGAR

i DO ESSION PRICES
pOOEARLE AFTEN MARCH Tue, TERA

LARRY GATLIN KENNY ROGERS

JOE ELY CRYSTAL GAYLE
RAY LYNAM  BARBI BENTON
RAYMOND FROGGATT

Your host
Compere

throughout the shows

GEORGE
HAMILTON IV,

MONDAY 27 MARCH 1978
4 00 pm
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