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In 1977, CRYSTAL GAYLE exploded onto the international scene

with the pop-country classic Don't it Make My Brown Eyes Blue.

Twenty years on, and still boasting the longest hair in country,

Crystal takes time out to (el Alan Cackett about family ties, the

jewellery trade and., oh yes, her brand new album, Somedayy.
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1y juse glad thar | come aloog ar the nghr

ne Crystal was in London with her
husshand Bill Garzinios on a short promd
ol visit tocomcice with the release of her
Liatest il T, SOk i, She oo pE '«.I.. el The
covmrrv-Christinn ser with her long-Tomg
fricnd Bobby Wood, who, as well a2 wiiting
Tuilking In Your Sleep, has also played an miost
ol Crvstnl's recorded waorks

'l W e 1] %k 1Lisgd rht they wanoed o
release Someday in Britain, she says, clearly
pleased. “lcs nn album thae we talked wbou
Jodange fod Guubie sone tome —a positive thing
There mre new songs and thene dre o fiew older
SO, toe. b jusk ¢ hose somme s s thar |
telr real pood about wthen | heard them. |
co-produced thie record wich Babby and s
haned 1 grenr viene

Frosim her rosoes in thie Appalichian o

miming town of Painesville, kengoeky

Brendn Cail Webb has mken her musie all
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hildren, she grew L 0 POV ERTY STEE ken
family and was influenced by u wide varien
of st during her formative yeors. When
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wnd alongstde rurml connrmy music, shie

stened 1o The Beatles, Patsy Cline, Brenda
Lee, Lestey Ckore sind Peter, Paul nnd Mary
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isrer, Loretta Lynn, was appearing ot the
Cirand O e Opry in Mashville and rouning
America with her road show
Cevseal wis determined o moke hee
carcer in music. Shae siarted by sooging i e
ol Bighschonl choit
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hepan plaving
irginge folk songes, and
would also sing back-up vocils for her brrinch-
ers” boind af weeckenids. Loretin encourig
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her toun, invicing Crstal 1o ormyv
with [ser for a few weeks en

The sousnge singer took Ber neame frim g
Mashville hamburger dtand, Kesgal, to
which she .Il. E'"H' seconc ehristian name
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ibsout the direetion her music should mak
She entered the Top 25 on the countey clu
with her first record, |'ve Cricd ( The Bh
K

Righe Chir O My Eyes), o song writton B
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Loretrs, i 1970, bur was wary of following
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She=aon mrtled Greek-American Lim

rudent Vassilios (Bil) Garzimos; and
rorether they decided o develofs her carcer.

hew co-wrote some material and Crystal
won i deal with United Artists, with wham
she rapackly Tound commercial success,

b wers stlwens thougehe of as Loserma's Hirle
sister, the lnir of the ginging family,” she
recalls ruefully. *le never really worrsed me
beciuuse | was niever trving o be Loretta, |
Was jush trying Do M rysef

It was Allen Revnolds, the producer
biehiind Crarth Brooks's reconding success,
who masterminded Crystal’ Gayle's
Commencing I'.'l.'.ILIiI:"'\..'.Cll T"'l-"-' b e
collaborasing in 1974, with Reynolds giving
Crestal freedom roselece song marerial and
encouraging Her to expermment with her
phrasing i she pursued herown style.

She scored her first Top 10 hit in 1975

vith Wrerg Boend Agrin, 41 song writben and
produced by Reynolds, and the first of 20
o 10 hiis oover the rrext elght years

substly altered her style, placing
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serring thar emphpsized the torch-song
gualitics in Crysml's voice,

*Allen s wonderful, he's just ineredible
and be’s so easy toowork wirh, siys Crysral.
"From the beginning, we were botly on the
sitme wavelenpth and Allen brought our the

best in mie musicilly,*

As Allen and Crystal streched the bound-
auries of country music they were secused by
some ol sellingout. Bur in wruth, Crestal's

voige could never hoive been constrmined by
the: confines of counkry muslc.

"We never lnoked o widen the field of
our musie,” Crystal refleces. "We were just
I:IH.IE”lH for material that | 1'hrl'"|-'1."d SITHZENE
and Allen liked o prodoce, We were never
bk img For mny particular sound.*

O the 20 Tu|l 10 s the dus scoped,
e went to MNumber One = the fieee, TGt
Cher Yo, written by Richand Leigh, in 1976
However, Crystal's international break-
through came wich thie single, Don't 1 Ml
My Broamm E'_'ull.'.'. .’:I.'ur.ﬂ.l‘ul the TII.II‘IIII:"'..I.I]l“l.l“
album We Musz Believe In Mapic. She made o
trivmphant visic to Wembley in 1977,
feturning there in 1979 and again in 1988,
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and she hns montained o regular touring
achedulis in Britain
e adways been made very weleome
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really thrilling for me o walk down 2 strees
nind henr my music coming cut of the shops

on one of his BBC TV shows, Flaving built
up i sizeable personol collection, in 9687
shie decided to open the store

ﬁh[' unllmh I-E“' 11.-1|||||i e e
achieved success or been able v handle it so
well withour the suppore of ber bushand, Bill,
Bl wens warh o when i all started,! she says.
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"'t'-.1|| meed 1E|.|l coinimitment, yisa rced] L1|1.'
support behind vou, especinlly when you
have o family. That's very impormant, too.
The family has w come flese.

CRYSTAL'S TWE CHILDREN,
Cratherme and Chirie; huve grown up under
ther spaotlich o amd hawve bothy shown an inter-
est i mosie 1 call them iny 'risid beibies',
bechtise 1 have always raken them with me]
she explains They're tueed tolitand 1 find
that they"ve adapied well with i Every now
aned then | mighi say, “Mavbe ] won't work
thie rood anymone, 11 just <tay home™, and
they' sy, *You can't do thar Mom,” beciaese
I|‘|.1'1.' like tovcomie out on the m.b.i. tsn”

s who hasguet turned 11, plays the
wiolin and the piano and has plivyed several
times in Crystal's shows in the States, and
Carherine appears 1o be following in hier
ot
pushing chem," shie says, "We'll let chem do i
om their own terms, and if they really wont
I, rhen we 'l help all we can.”

Although Cryseml didn’t manage o
eustain her erossover success in the pop
market, throughout the 'S0sshe remained
oie of country misic’s most sieccesafl
female singers. Bur rather than rest on her
lnurels, she continues o tour reralbarly.

Cvioaely thisre are times - whicn you set
very rired on the road, bur thar's just all par
o i1, she sy, 'ust lonee betng in new places
and meeting new people. 11 goet o pet the
fecdback right awiy when you see people
singging along.”

A o the futuee, Crystal says shie would
lonve to record ain album of old country stin-
chards andd miybe ane with o big band wund
Bur closest to herheart i anealbum with her

e s footstips as a singer. 1"m not

“Country music is a style that
changes like everything else.

I just came along at the right time.

You dohave o come over and meer and alk
with people if vou really want o be o part of
thir. You krow, being in music is great (o
iz, bur ie reatly revolves around what you
want for yourel

Crvetal has minaded to balaree her suc-
cessful musical career wich a happy mar-
e, i close Gumily and her own Mashville
sliop, Crvaal’s, that specinlises in gluss.
ware, gifts and jtn‘i:“l:'n_.'. Her love affair
with erystal glass began yvears tgo when she
was presented with o piece of Waterfond
c :prnl |l].' Val Doonican, when she 1,:,lu|.'=I:|.'1.|
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ywos sasters, Loreroe Lyno and Peggy Soe.

'|. t|'|.|11L th.;ﬂ 1.'||||H |!|;.'|=1r1;l: in the near
futume,’ shic sy, “Wie've bisen talking aboue i
for some time, but 11's been difficult for
|,||1L'II;| 1|'||.'.'||.' |.;.'|!|I |.'|.IL||1|1.' '\.1f YT 'n'ir|| ill.'r
hushand |.‘-ru'n': very ill and then ]:;1:|:|in5.:
pwny, | know that she'd Like oo do i and 1
think we'll prohably ger it romether. It shookd
hitve Guite a unigue sound. Pegey has the
I1|.|.]11 VOICE, Loeetta the middle and s, |
have thie low one.” *

Cryvstal GGayle's Someday is gvailuble
through Ritz Rocords



