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Wrong Road fi

BAYAN CHALKER REVIEWS
THE MEW CRYSTAL GAYLE
ALBUM, 'WE MUST BELIEVE IN
MAGIC

Marny of us awall new rélsasas by
Crysial Gayle in much the sama
way as a Don Wiliama album, —
with eager anlicipation and
mounting anthusiagm That
Cryntal hasn't yei becoms & major
utar (n the Uniled Kingaom s jual
ona of those unfortunate quirks of
faie. The ingredienis are all there
— pgood looks, tmleni, a
characieriatic voice, superh mal-
aflal and an dentfiable sound
From all standpoinis Cryatal
Gayla has gol whal It takes bul
samahow thie maglc s not coming
together forcefully snough 1o give
the |ady thal lmal booal inlo the
chars

Threa previous albums and a
number of splendid singles have
eatabiisned Crystal with American
country audiences and she does
have a kind of undenground
foliowing In this country bul sales
ol har recordings hara have boan

disappointingly low. Thigfyear's
D'I.Illl_:mdn‘lg Waembley ra
followed by one oOF two
wm-tshn Appaarances, finally
convincad a lof of in’ people thal
Crystal Gayle possessed huge
chart potential but, oddly anough,
Linited Artists Records appear to
have bean slow 1o capitalise on
ecslalic reviews from the press.
What is required 1o launch tal
&5 a pop anlity is a major
promotional campaign and not
merely the rather subdued rélease
ol a lew singles and afbums.
Unfortunaiely, although this
new album is brilllantly produced
by Allen Reynolds, it lacks the bilte
and character of pravious releases
and tha only tracks contamning
vastiges of the ‘Gayla Sound’ are
‘River Road, which UA have
wisely chosan as the new single,
and ‘Make A Dream Come True
‘Alver Road’, written by Sylvia
Tyson (of lan & Sylvia fame), is a
splendid song that brings out the
very best in Crystal Gayle and
Lioyd Green's steel guilar carries
it along in true modem country
tashion. Allen Reynolds' much
imitated bul seldom successtully
reproduced clip-clop beal s much
in evidence on both fhesa songs
but, slsewhars, the album seems
to be searching for a solid
direction. On the one hand vou

have the old sou
Superior  and

. withf its
dislingl b
quality, whilst, on the othaf, i
spams thai both producer and
artiste ane axpecimenting and |
can find no excuse for including
the Caole Porter song, 'It's All Right

With Me', or the Frankis
Vaughn/Jim Lowe hit from 1956,
‘Green Door’, What should have
bean an oulslanding cut, "Al |
Want To Do In Lee'. sounds
hali-hearted and lacking In
roundness of sound and genaral
attack. The song. written by Allen
Reynolds, s hit matenal for
someona but o date it hasn'i
racaived the right treatment. So
tar Sandy Theorat, Chip Hawkas,
Marianne Faithiul and Crystal
Gayle have tried their hands at it
and the bast version was the oarky
one recorded by Sandy Thacrat on
Sing Ma A Love Song (Boot BOS
7184 — Canadian release), Sandy
aclually co-wrote the song with
Allen Reynolds and, with the right
Reynolds treatmant it coukd and
should be tha ideal vehicke for
Crystal Gayla.

The tithe song, “Wie Must Ballave
In Magic', agamn composed by
Allen Reynolds (in  association
with Bob McDill} i3 strong and the
gimmicky moog synthasisar intro
makes it & sirong contender for
charl status but, again, it's not

familtar Crystal Gayle ierilony

With the sxception ol "River
Aoad and "Make A Dream Come
Tree' (Larry Kingsion), Crystal
appears 10 lack enthusiasm,
which makas me wondar in whose
hmnds ey the foel choloe of
malerial. | so8 no ham In
broadening an arsia's musical
horizons — |1 worksd wal anough
for Dolly Parton and Waylon
Jennings — but I'm rathoer afraid
that by wirtually decarding the
sound that dentdied the sariar

Uinited Artiats albuma, Crystal s in

danges of throwing away the
opporiurily of becoming & major
International country star, Admit-
tadly. Cryslal does possess an
gxtramaly varsatilp vood and sha
5 otwviously Quite able o sing
virtually any type of malterial, from
bluss and soul, through o rock —
bul couniry is whai she does besi
of all and right now tha Niald is wide
open lor har. In the past I've
likanad her o & female Don
Willleme and | still believe that
with good, solid promation and &
roflurmn 10 har old sound, aha can
acome very big Indead Inlema-
tarumily.

At this paint in lima it might
evan ba prudent of United Artists
o compile & Bast OF alburm:
somehow | don't yel think it's too
late to re-work soma of those
earlier litles, including "Wrong
Foad Again', "Somebody Loves
You and This 5 My Year For
Maxicg . Al the momant, howavar,
We Crystal is on the wrong

; mmb-nml the album isU/AS

Th'l rumhuurdu for the album
s a5 folkows:

SIDE ONE: Don't It Make My
Brown Eyes Blue; | Wanna Come
Back To You; River Road: IUs All
Right'With Me: Gaoing Daown Slow,

SIDE TWO: Alll Wanna Do In Life;
Make A Dream Come True; Green
Dioor; Funny, We Must Balieve in

e

H?ﬁﬂuld affects on "IU's All Right
With Me' are credited to New
Grasa Reovival, fealuring Sam
Bush on Nddla and Courtrey
Johnson on banjo, whilsl oftheds
‘ofects’ are handied by The
Trolleycar Band, The musicians’
cradils include Hargus Robbing
and Charles Cochmn, keyboards;
Jim isbell, drums; Joa Allen, bass;
Jim Cotvard and Dave Kirby,
guithrs; Allen  Heynolds and
Heggle Young, eleciric guitars
Lioyd Green, steal guliar; Buddy
Spicher, liddie: Billy Puett, fute
and clarinet; and Shans Kelsier,
moog synthesiser. Background
vooals feature Janie Fricks, Garth
Furdig, Sandy Mason Thoeoret and
Marcia Houth, among oihers

From a production angls | can't
faull the altim But I'm cectainly
vary dizsappointed in the and resull
a5 far as Crysial Gayle's
perormances is concarnad and the
rathar allen matedial gread M
cause fof conoam
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