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Crystal Gayle breathes new life into cla

he upright piano is old.
It's our of rune. Visitors
have stripped the ivory
from several keys, prompting its
owner to leave a note: Please do not
fake any more keys off the prano,
The note is signed — Crystal,
Crystal Gayle scril d the mes-
sage trying to preserve a bir of her
past. "My mocher found chat,” ¢
5ays, poincing to the wearhen
board in her Music Row
: ably patd
it here because it
was mine when I grew up! A prano
tuner came in and s b ;
but I can't. 1 probably
Done It M My Brown
Blae on fe.”
hat tune made Cry i house-
hold name in 1977
country charts and co
whisker of doing the
charts. For
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Carmichael pop
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Starduse,” “In
Cool of the E:-1.|_'|'|l_|']lu,
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“Georgia on My Mind,” "Lary River”
and, of dourse, "Hearr and Soul.”
n though Cryseal’s a

i ord proves th
TSI,
..IE“I avs L“.‘t'n a fan 1'Jll ]'{l'”.l:'!.

nichas vs Lrystal, "l

1981 for 4 TV show cilled €
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the camera came on vou couldn
heé was pro.

‘1 telr really hio

| thar De

l".]'ll;' OF TMUSIC |:|.L‘- :_!ll".'.-".'l.!.' i | rr_'..'l] naL-
ural o me,” says Crystal. “Through the

yeurs I've put pop chings like ‘Lover

Story by Bob Cannon
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Man' and N

punch wich her 1
lecrion
“1 had jus
ung me do it,” Crystal remembe
“Then she came our wich hers and |
thoug y i) * I'm
JUmping on .’ We
Just put it aside.’
Becrer lare chan never. In face,
Cryseal thinks s quipped ro
than in her
cuys,
I think I'm singing them bet
l'can’t say I'm
just becrer arc

yme of 1
: God, th
the madio/! [ was les
I can hear myself maturing
e "
n rele o W5 1C
s of Carmichael’s
¢ just coinci-
yaral. “And Hoagy was
from Indiana. He grew up in
Bloomingon and Indimnapolis, and 1
grew up in Wabash. So it was just meant
o be for chat to all come together.”
Crystal and her husband, Bill

Tim Complbell
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CRYSTAL GAYLE

Garzimos, discovered ocher fascinating
trivin while researching Carmichaegls
i ERAT

Srarduse’ stared out a8 just an instri-
menel,” explains Cryswal, “The words were
put with the song afrer ir had been recorded.
Then the publishing company asked Mirchell
Parish if he would do the lyrics to i

*Searduse’ was o song chac had been
done so- many different ways and by so
many different people,” admits Cryscal
"Bur I chought, "We can’c leave it off the
album. It’s his signature song.

Another tune, the whimsical “Small Fry,”

reflects Cryseal's life as che mocher of two
"My =on, Chris, is 13, she says, chuckling.

Hoagy Carmichael's image and memaory
leave a lasting impression in Crystal’s music
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Willie and Crystal — anything but
‘two sleepy people’

“And he 15 a handful, I scarved singing
the song and 1 thoughe, 'Oh, chis is defi-
nitely my son!" [ love the lynes;
Here comes that
pood=for-potbing brat of a boy
He' swech a devil
I condd whip bim with foy

“They're tun lyrics) chey're nor heavy
duty,” she insists, “A lox of songs of that
rime had real tongue-in-cheek lyrics. It
was the way chey would speak in the
‘305: ir's differene from the way we
speak now,”

One of che highlights on Heart & Soed 15
Crystal's duer with Willie Nelson on “Twio
sleepy People.”

“Willie did "Scardusc’ and ‘Georgia'
on his own records,” she poines oue. "He
does them beciuse cthey're Fancastically
written and they're from a ome when
SONES WENE WEITEEN noT Just t-u:l' COMmmer=-
cial reasons.”

Hearr & Soud 150 labor of love for Crystal
as. well, She recorded some of the tunes
simply, with just her vouce and a small
combo. For others, she stood before a 35-
piece orchestra and cur the songs live in
the srudio.

“It was a thrill,” she says. "You have all
that adrenaline and you tend o sing bet-
ter. The musicians listen toeach other and
play off each ocher; ir has a nice feel 1o e
To me 1t's just so0 much easier and bercer to
do ic chis way.”

bove all, Crystal has a deep rev-

erence for Carmichael s songs. ©1

was hoping it would bring
Hoagy cut there in the lighe 2 liccle more.
His writing iz jusc incredible, and his
melodies are the best!

“I wanted to do the songs like they teal-
ly were,” she adds, “nor take them and go,
‘Let’s ory something with them rthats
never been done beforé!” Why try o
change it just because vou can?

“Ar this poine in my career [ can do spe-
cial projeces chat are dear o me,” says
Crystal. "T love singing all different styles
— bluegrass, councry, pop and rock. [ just
lowe singing!

‘I have always choughe thae if 1 had
Lived ar theat timne, 1 was a torch singer in
same lictle bar!”

She laughs ar che choughe, Then, flirc-
tiously swinging her ankle-lengeh hair
like a showgirl, she says, "] wanred o let
people know a differenc side of me.”

She laughs a licele loudér at her own

vamp act, Samehow you  Just know [?]'N

Hoagy is laughing, too



