


Once fighting the battle of being labelled as “Loretta Lynn’'s little sister”, Crystal Gayle — with the
guidance of ace producer Allen Reynolds and a mounting stack of memorable songs—is now making
it on her own count, Alan Cackett takes up the story.

CRYSTAL GAYLE:

OUT OF THE SHADOWS

TO MANY READERS, the sudden success ol Crystal Gayle during
ihe past iwo yoars seams like a fairytale, but this beautitul yourng
lady has been around the Country Music scene for longer than

you mighl think

Easter 1871 found sixtesn-
yoarold Brenda Gayle Webb,
batter known as Crystal Gayle,
in Britain for the Third inter-
national Festival of GCountry
Musiz. The shy, softly spoken
younger sister of Lorotta Lynn
cama as part of her older sister's
packnge show, The previous
November, her lirsl record, "I
Cried (The Biue Right Cut Of
My Eyes)". a song written by
Loratta, was released by Decca,
It climbed high on tha Country
charts, but il was 10 bé another
four years before Crystal Gayle
hit the charls again,

Al the oulsat of her carcer
she was not 100 aure in which
dirgction her music should take.
Al Wambley she spoke of & pop
carear, |9 she EF,I!'[nlr‘-I:y didn’
want to follow too closaely in
Lo et.a’s loglsieps. Bul kar inltial
recordings for Decoa were all
solld Country. It was almest a
year alier her debut record (hal
# sacond release Tollowed, and
the time lapse was & major
cause for the Talure of “Every-
body Qught To Cry"”. The recard
buying public had forgottan the
yeung nawcomer, and the song
was nol really strong enough
1o catch 1heir altantion

A tew more singles for Decea
followed, but when "I Haopo
You're Havin' Botler Luck Than
ka" failed in the summar ol
1972, the company lost Interes!
in her career, By fthis time
Brenda Gayle Webb had becoma
Mrs. Vassiios Gatzimos, having
marriad a young Graak American
whom sha prefers to call Bill,
Fram tha miildal Crectal"s  hois.

Shin purposa’y rafused 1o record
sangs writtén by or associated
with Loretta Lynn. Crystal
wanted her own slyle and very
quickly fzund i, and &t the
geme lima, commercial success,

With astute guidance from
preducer Allen Reynolds, Crystal
Gayle has come back with som
line parformances @ 8 mxiurg of
folk. soft Country and aven
slighlly prograssive, with the
lyrics and melodies being the
standouts. |t was Raynolds’
composition “Wiong Road
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nothing over-arranged and pro-
ficiant musicians (ke Lloyd
Green, Jim Colvard, Reggie
Young, Joa Allen and Buddy

Spicher were welded pefectly
in place, Everything about the
flbum rediales clase, The result
was hit aingles with “Wrong
Anad Again™, "This 1s My Year
For Mexico™ and “'Beyond You',
the later co-written by Crystal
and he: husband Bill. The over
all teal of the album was sama-
whal similar to that of Don
Williams eglbums—ihe musicians
werg the same, crealing that
aasy-flowing, laid back style and
sonps like “"Loving You So Long
Now"”., “When | Dream” and
- -

Maadin' ", hor own commearcial
"Coming Closar” and the beau-
tiful "Il Gel Over You™ wiih
superb liddle work from Buddy
Spicher.

I's the kind of album that
tnkes over benevolently and
leaves you gently only afler it's
complated s satistying work.
The arrangemenis are perfectly
tailored 1o clothe Crystal's ery-
stalline fenor in a style ns
modern a3 il is commarcial, Har
aim s not to grab your ears
and shake you about, bul rather
to roll sweelly between them.

United Artists in Britain ob-
viously feel thore i a fulure for
Crystal Gayle over hare, having
reloasad her third Stateside LP,
“Crystal” simultaneously with its
American issue, Mss Gayle has
& wide vocal ranpe that some-
how, al a time when there is a
myriad of female singers gain-
ing popularty, sounds original,

There i5 4 conscious move on
thie part of both singer and
producer o gim her rocordings
al & crossover audience. From
the Country point of view, this
third album s a commencial
offering of contamporary Countiy
and pop, The beck-up musicians
provide & smooth blankel of
sound on which the singer lies
oasily. This is more a cose of
Crystal in the pop warld, doing
the job majestically well,

"One More Time (Karnaval) "
A minar hif 178t aviumn, has an
Eastern European foel with a
slrong commaercial production
and Crystnl sounding a bit like
the late Edith Pial. For those
who preler the easy, lmid-back
styla that brought this 1alented
lady into the limelight, thers is
Bob McDill's catehy “I'll Do It
All Over Again”, the heunting
"Ready For The Times To Get
Beller’ with a catchy chorus
that could spell hil, and Wayland
Holyligld's “You MNever Miss A
Real Good Thing (Til He Says
Goodbwa) ™.







