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CRYSTAL GAYLE

‘I would have been a big band singer if I'd
have come along earlier ...”

Wait Trott talks to the country diva prior to
her UK visit this month.

ONLY A HANDFUL OF COUNTRY DIVAS can carry
it off, and certainly Crystal Gayle's silky vocal style lends
itself well to caressing pop standards. AN My Tomarrenws,
fer most recent CD, takes us back in time 1o songs that
found success recorded by such yesteryear stars as Ruth
Ewing, Benny Goodman, [ick Havmes, Jo Stalford, Donis
Cray, Bety Hutton, Kitty Kallen, Julic London, Frank
Simtro. Marlene Dietrich and the Hal Kemp Orchestra.

Some of her own greatest hits have not been far off the
same stylistic mark, as witness ot Make My Brown
Eves Blue and Talking In Your Sleep.

Crystal is certainly not the first country female to cross
over, following in the footsteps of Patsy Cline, Jeannic C,
Riley, Anne Murray and Lynn Anderson. She was,
however, the first country artist o tour China (with
legendary Bob Hope), the first country fermale to have her
own (CBS) network TV special, and the Dirst country diva
lo score back-to-back platinum albums.

The lady’s first foray into the pop vaults occurmed when
she dusted off classic Hoagy Carmichael compositions five
years ago for the album, Crysial Gavie Sings The Heart &
Soul Of Hoggy Carmiclie!, She resurrected such stvlish
material as Two Sleepy People, [ Cer Adong Witowd You
Very Well and The Nearness OF Yo, and held her own with
the band vocahists of Sammy Kove, Jimmy Dorsey and
Glenn Miller who helped popularise those songs,

“It came ol and wis received real good, and then
something happened with the company that it was with

(Compendia Distribution), and [ think they went bankrupt,”

explains Crystal. “But we got it back last year, so that we
could get it back out there for the fans.”

But her country fans need not worry, Crystal’s scratched
her itch to do pop and plans to record something, a4 she
cills it “more rootsy” nexe: “'m going oty and focus on
doing an acoustic albom this time ... 1 grew up singing folk
music.”

Crystal’s last single, You Dont Even Know My Name, is
mave the patrictic song of & type performed by Charlie
Daniels. Toby Keith or Darryl Worley. How did she decide
1 1

“It was wntten by Sally Mudd MeLaoghling o housewile
whose hushand s gustarist-singer Fit ."'-'I.n..'l.illl*r_flﬂil'l.. |
recorded the song because the Iyrics spoke 1o me. [1s a
thank voul, & tribute e o our ops,

“Mo matier what you think politically. | think we should
be supportive of our forces.” insists Gayle, “They re over
there protecting us and serving their country. We have 1o be
there for them as well. My neighbour’s son was over in
Irag and he came back wounded, but he was lucky in the
sense that he survived. Even though 1 hate that they have 1o
be there, 1 want them to know we care.”

As most fans know, Crystal Gayle is the younger sister
of Lorettu Lyvon, who marmed at 13 and left home several
wiears belore Crystal, née Brenda Gail Webb, was born in
Kentucky. By the time she was 10 and living in Indiana,
big sister had been whisked off to Nashville under the wing
of The Wilburn Brothers.

In 1962, Lynn had her first Top 10 success and wis on
her way 1o a distinguished vocal and songwriting carcer
that saw her voted into the Country Music Hall of Fame in
1988. Brenda Gail learmed to mimic all of her sister’s
songs, hot was cautioned by Loretta to find her own niche.
Mometheless, by the time she was sweet 16, in 1967, she
was touring with Lynn's troupe and learning the
fundamentals of showbusiness.

It was Loretta who suggested part of her stagename: “1
wias on Decea, which was also her label, and they thought
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I'd be confuscd with Brenda Lee. | guess they just didn't

want two Brendas on the same label. Lovetta saw the
Krystal thamburger chain) sign and that’s where we got
that name.” OF course, Crystal also altered her given
middle name as her sumame for the marquee.

er first three chared songs released on Deeca were

I

definite downers: Pve Cried (The Blue Right Cur € My
Eves), written tor her by Loretta, Everviody Quehia Cry
and the wryly-titled § Hope You're Havin' Better Luck Than
Me. Mone of these did particularly well on the chart, only
the first making the Top 20

She didn’t fare much better in 1974 at United Artists
with her first charting for that label, Restfess - which we're
sure she hterally was by this ime. career-wise. Finally, on
February 15, 1975, nearly five years after her first relcase
on Decca, Gayle’s medium-paced ballad, Wrong Rowd
Agerin, proved she was actually moving in the right
direction. Mainly thanks 1o the song's writer, Allen
Revnolds, who was also her new producer, she got her first
Top 10 single.

Another excellent followuap, This fs My Year For Mexice,
did not fare so well (Top 20 only ) but it hung in there 15
weeks and boasted an equally well-crafted song on its B
side, Sandy Masons When § Oream, which, when re-
released in 1979, proved its true worth by climbing 1o
number 3 on the charts.

CRYSTAL'S FIRST CHARTTOPPER came with the
souliul Richard Letgh ballad, £ Cree Cher You, in June
1976, making her and Loretta Lynn the Dirst sisters in
country music o score number one songs individually
Leigh wrote another winner for Gayle which not only
hecame her lliygrst seller but also her signature song, Dt
It Make My Brown Eves Blue, which spent four weeks in
the top position in 1977, It also earned Gayle a Gramimy
for Best Female Vocal Performance and was CMA Song of
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the Year in 1978,

“It was named one of ASCAP's Top 10 most-plaved
country songs of the 20th century,” beams Crystal,

In turn, Gayvle moved from United Artsis (o Columbig,
Elektra and Wamer Bros, enjoying number one success al
all three labels including fr's Like We Never Said Geodlive,
Ty Many Lovers, TH T Gain Contral Aeain, Turning Away,
Cryv and two duets, Your Ard 1 iwith Eddie Rabhin) and
Makin’ Up For Lost Time (with Gary Mormis),

(.-r}'hlill has also won her Tair share of awards including
the now-defunct Music City Mews® Best New Artist (1978)

Early Crystal: “Loretta saw the
Krystal (hamburger chain) sign and
that's where we got that name.”

and a similar accolade from the ACM (1975). She won tha
laiter organisation’s Best Female Singer trophies in 1976,
977 and 1979, The CMA voted her Female Vocalist in
1977 and “7T8, She also took home the Amertcan Music
Aweards” Favouorite Female Artist statuette in 19749, 1980
i 14EG,

But she’s equally thnlled by the Medal of Honour she
hias received from the Cherokee Honor Society of
Tahleguah, Oklahoma. “I"'m very proud of my heritage.”
notes Crystal. “Actally, 1 just did the Mammies (nickname
for the Native American Indian music awards show) as a
presenier. | like being pant of their show, 1 performed
Searcred Creoneticd with miy sister Peggy this vear, 175 o song
she wrote, a very touching number about Indan history.”

On February 49, 2005, Crysial jomed Lee Greenwood and
US Postmaster General John E. Potter to help dedicae a
commemaorative siamp for the late Ronald Reagan,
Amenca’s 4th President, at the Reagan Building &
International Trade Center in Washington, D.C,

“That was a big honour. | actually performed for his
second Insuguration (1985) ... | think they did another
|.u|'l.|_'i|':J|:__L of his starnp out im Califormia, which the Farmuly
attended.”

Incidentally, Gayle and Greenwood will be towring
together this summer, starting July 9 in Nevada, 1 think
Lee 15 so professional and soch a great guy. You know, |
met him originally i Las Vegas. He opened for me when
he tirst starfed, That's where he worked a long time, Lee
was o blackjack dealer during the day and performed i o
lounge ot might.”

a0 who's the openimg act on their upconung concen
gigs?

Smiling covly, she soys, “We e working out the show
structure and we might close together. 1 have no problem
apentng and leting Lee close, [ don’t have that status thing a
ot of artists do, although [ find sometnimes people inthe
hickground cause more problems than the artists, It oagh
even be that we'll fhip-flop — that 15, he Il open one show and
"Il open another, We'll defimtely do songs together. He'll
come down to my level (laughs) ... thats whiat 1 oold him!™



On the subject of touring, Crystal was more excited
shout her upcoming travels in the British [sles: “1t's been a
few years since I toured over there and 1'd go hack every
d because [ really enjoy the people and the

year if [ cou
countryside.

“For a long time afier | had my children (Catherine and
Chris) | didn’t want 1o wour,” she reveals. =1 really didn’
wanl o leave the babies, so I missed the par of tounng
over there that | really wish T hadn’e | suppose 1 could
have taken the kids, but there was that mother instinet, f
dom 't want fo fake them ont af the cosentey, " (quoting hersell
in falsetto).

“Finally, we said, let’s do it! I'm very fortunaie that I've
had music through the years that's gone beyond boundaries,
and crossed the water. 1 believe songs ke Breown Eves and
Talking I Yo .':.'.l'['.e-'J'J_ I|1l._‘].' wiere like number one SOHIES 1mn
the main pop charts there. | guess my music’s played
overseis a ot

“1 think the audiences over there are really into the
music,” adds Crystal. *They get into not just the singer on
the record, but they know who's playing on the record and
know things about the music that 1 had probably forgot. |
feel they really enjoy it and that makes me feel good. |
love performing for them because they are so appreciative.
That's probably because a lot of US anists don™t go over
there.”

So who helped Crystal line up her showdates?

“It was set up by my husband (Bill Gatzimos) with a guy
who manages Don Williams and who's from Scotland. He
inld Bill, *I'd love to bring Crystal back over.” He arranged
my last tour and 1 worked with Rita Coolidge. Oh, she was
al the Mammies, wo. She has o great Indian CD out, We're
sisters in that we're both of Indian descent.™

SPEAKING OF SISTERS. we again gueried her
regarding the long-awaited trio album she was to do with
Peggy Sue and Loretta

“I would really love 1o do it IU's not me that's holdin® it
back. Sometimes Loretta really wants 1o do it, and other
imes | wonder ... Oh yes, Pegpy's sull singing and she
travels on the road with me. Her hushand Sonny (Wright)
has a new CD out, Some people get him mixed up with
Bobby Wright {(son of Kitty Wells and Johnny Wright)."

Doees Crystal feel the CMA snubbed Loretia’s 2004
comeback album, Van Lear Rose, which won a best album
Grammy this year?

“I am so proud of my sister. and it was good she won,”
replies Gayle. “To me, Grammys are arlistic in certun
ways, But | don’t know why it wasn't scknowledged by
the CMA. It shoulda been ... maybe they Il do it this year,
who knows,”

What did she think of the collaboration between Lynn
and wild rocker Jack White (who together won this year’'s
hest collaboration Grammy as well)?

“I loved it,” answers Crystal, “What thrilled me was that
she was 5o excired about him doing it, "He really wants (o
record with me!” (mimicking Loretta’s voice) ... And then
being in the studio with Jack, she had fun, It was like a
garage band with a great singer. She just carried on so
abaut it, and sawd, *We just did this and that, and we didn"t
refake it

“Loreita was used to more discipling in the studio, like
with producers saving, 'OK, we're going to do another
take,” To me, it was Loretta just singing at her best and not
aver-produced. Those were live takes. It's honest music.”

Would Gayle be receptive 1o such a project?

“Cih, it wouldn’t be the same. This was different. He
winted to do this with her. and he was a fan, It was like a
young kid who grew up with her music ... and that respect
showed through. T am happy she got the awards.”

How did Crystal recall her own collaboration progect
with rocker Tom Waits doing the soundtrack for Francis
Ford Coppola’s Vegas-themed film, One From The Heart,
in 19827

“Oh. he did all the music for that movie. | heard he was
on a train for Los Angeles and heard my version of Cry Me
A River and thought 1 might be a good choice. | think the
director wanted Bette Midler ... but Tom thought 1 could
pull it off,

“When they called me, | just loved the idea. Tom was

siill writing songs as we recorded. And the way he wrole
wils 50 easy for me to 2e into it, right then and there. It
wis very interesting. Tom would be writing songs in the
might as we recorded. T would run into him there m the
morning, and we'd put it down. We also had wonderful
musicians, a trie really (Greg Cohen, bass: Eddy Edwarnds,
sax: Jack Sheldon, trumpet, produced by Bones Howe)”
Waits was generous with Crystal, giving her solo status
an the bluesy s There Any Way Qut OF Thix Dream, Ofd
Beovfriends and Take Me Home, while adding his mspy
stylings 10 their duets, Pieking Up After You, This ne’s

bAY 2005 - COUNTRY MUSIC PEOPLE 5-1

U

ANNEL



Sisters Peppy Sue, Loretta and Crysial,

Frivm Tie Heart and Presensy, The surprise paring drew
upbeatl reviews, and the mosic itsell was nominated for a
best original score Oscar, coming of better than the movie.

Since she’s eamed kudos singing with Waits, Rabbitt and
Morris. would she like to try more duets? "Actually, T have
been thinking about it for several years. I'd love to do that™

How about inviting some of the younger players this
time out? “That depends. When 1 look back on time, |
recall doing certain things as a new act and seeing some of
the older acts then, and the respect accorded them. That
was so neat, Mow | see the scene changing and 1"m the one
who gets respect now, That's OK, I like it.”

Still on the subject of age, Crystal almost whispers, “Do
you know 1"'m a grandmother?”

When asked about the newcomer, her blue eves twinkle;
“Elijah's 14 months old, and he’s s0 sweet, I0s my son's
baby. Chris is just turming 19, a young father, o be sure -
and a young mother, But they're doing good. My son's
going (o Belmont University now,”
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We told Crystal not to fret as she didn"t look like any
grandmothers we knew, telling the raven-haired star she
eould be known like Muarlene Dietrich once was — the
warkd v mast glimorous grandmother,

“Oh, that’s funny you said that, 1 do one of her most
famones songs on the latest CD, Falfing fn Lave Again
(Trom Dietrich’™s 1930 breakthough movie, Blie Angel),
When [ was getiing ready to record it | wanted to sing it
her way (adopting Dietrich’s trademark throaty, but
provocative, sing-song style): ‘Falling in love agein, never
witnted to, what am { o do, ean't help i ™

She stops, breaking out in o fit of laughter,

Were there any songs on the CD personally special?

“Drefinitely. Smife and Whae'll §f Do, They e more up my
alley,” she says. singing a few lines of the former Charlie
Chaplin ballad which the great comedian wrote for his
1952 British film, Limefieht.

CGayle says the CD title wne, Alf My Tomorrows (Co-
written by Sammy Cahn ond Jimmy van Heusen), was
prompted by producer Jay Patten: 1 know Frank Sinatra
did it Jay’s my saxophone player and he helped me 1o
produce that album, Well, one of his father s favourite
songs wis AN My Tomerrows, He kept asking me to sing
that song. So that™s dedicated 1o Jay's father, who has
passed away.”

Other songs included are Isham Jones-Gus Kahn's 1924
tune, £t Had To Be You. which won wide accluim for Betty
Hutton in the 1944 film, fmcendiary Blonde; Ruth Etinp’s
1929 release. More Than You Kaow; Benny Goodman's
1936 uptempo hit, Goody Gooahy; the Pee Wee King-Redd
Stewart-Chilton Price song, You fefong Te Me, a 1952
simash for Jo Stafford: the 1945 Doris I'}.'l'_'.'-l_t‘:- Brown
success, Senrimental fowrney; and Crysial's own re-do of
Crv Me A River, a 1955 pop hit for Julie London. Ray
Charles” composition, Hallelujah, I Love { Her/| Him So, 15
probably the newest number chosen,

Patten coordinates with music
director-panist Chirrles Cochran, and
the lush arrangements are superbly
sutted o Gayle's smooth-as-silk
vocals. Deserving of credit, too, ans the
musicians, among them Kenny
Malone, Jim White. Roger Spencer,
Jim Ferguson and George Tidwell

Wi poodnaturedly ask, does torch
singer wannabe Crystal Gayle feel she
wias born decades too bate in Life?

“Absolutely! I would have been a
big band singer of 1'd have come along
earlier. And I've always thought maybe
in anather life [ was ..." (She chuckles
il her own quip.)

On a more serious note, the singer
adds, “Now in my life, I can do special
projects which include singing songs |
love, Going back and being able o
sing these wonderful songs that are
standards — and you know they don't
write them like that anymore = and |
wiint o put my stamp on a few of
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All My Tomorrows

Your Belang To Me / Cre Me A
Kiver & Yoi Made Me Love You /
Falling It Love Apain £ Al My
Tomorrows F Giowndy,  Cumndy /
Wher'l | Be ¢/ Seanmiental
Joirney £ U'm Beginning To Sev
The Light / It Hod To Be Yoo /
Meve Than Yoo Keow S Smile f
Hallelwjal § Love Him Se 7 For
Al We Know

Producers: Crystal Gayle & Jay
Patten
Southpaw
(38:24)
e
Hardly 2 momth goes by these
days when there sl a new
album on the markel by some
country another
fackling pop standards. Even
oo of the unlikeliest K o
country  aets have heen
immiune from the contagion, and
none odher than Merle Haggard
wirk the last nodable set to cut a

1535 (Compendia)

SInger M

il

standards  album though |
gather o was # preity Bantastc
pigce of work.

The latest the
evergreens o the
percnnially  wonderful Crystal
Gayle, perhaps an pmist one
might have eéxpected 1o hove
recorded o standards collection
already. Gavie has always had a
distnctly pop attiiude - no bad
thing mn her case — and she did
once record o Hoagy Cammichael
on 1999°% Sfnes The
And  Seul  OF  Hedgs
Carmichael. Aler oll, wasn™ the
standard, Crv. one of her biggest
evier singles?

One of the beariraps ever

o -give

wiorkoul 1%

tribuite
Heart
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present i embsrking on siich a
g ect It
producer will select o song very
strongly identifiable  with
another singer, and vou know
what they about
COIMPRLrisons.

Some items on the album do
coime  a linle close the
definitive versions: Jo Stafford
will forever be associded with
Yoy Belong  To Me, Julic
London's ethercal Crv Me A
Kiver 1 n.':lll} the last word on

1% dan armist  of

LR

%]

this song. Doris Day always
comes 10 mind on Seotimesnsol
amd 1t's  nigh
impissible mol o bear — amd see

Muarlene Dietnch whenever
Falling fn Love Avain s plaved,

However, it must be said tha
Gavle puls up a pretty sooxd case
for her versions. She is, for
example, nicely suliry on Fou
Helomg To Me while stll being
appropriately  admonishingly

while Sentintenral
swings  gently  and
im a pood armonge-

Fengirarey, o

propretal,
Joniriiey
pleasantly
men

For the moest part she delivers
the material in an coml,
almost detached way with very
litthe im the way of adlibbing or
s phrasing and it 15 almost o
shock  when  she  bluesily
embellishes the melody line on
bright, crisp  1'm
Rewnning To See The Light
However, vocal dynamics and

| [

Lthe  very

even scal singing, heaven forbid,
are nod Gayle's style — it would
b as inappropriate as the Cuacen
linedancing - and her pure,
beoutiful unembellished voeals
ire enough for me.

The somg selection i prety
soioedl = one could argee thoat
Halledupal § Love Him 5o 15 not
quite 4 standard in the way the
other matenal s, bul, agamn
Gavie wms inoa pretty Dively
fingor poppin® performance

Strangely. the least known of
the songs presented. AN My
Teernearreniars, 1s vsed g% the album
tle. It little
undiscovered gem. a yearning
Sammy Cahn/hmmy Yan
Heusen ballad filied with hope
and enduning love beseechingly
remdered by Gavle. (I anyone’s
interested o was sung by Frank
Sinatra belond the oredits of the
959 pic, Hofe In The Head, and
wis the B-side of the Sinutra
Eddie Hodpges bt Crom that Gilm,
Higlh Hopes.)

The arrangements Lall broadiy
it two camps, small group

1%, however. a
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combos and lush stnng  laden
oitings for the ballads. Long
term Gavle  pranist Charles
Cochran s responsible for the
string  srrmpgements while  her
MDY Jay Patten has co-produced
the album with Cayle,

Mol muoch o add, other than 1o
ponder on the huge musical gull

between this album  and  ler
sisler's.  rocemt hard  rock
dalliances  with  Jack White!

{www.crystalgayle.com)

Jon Philibert
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JOE FISH COUNTLY TOULRS

10 Axholme Court, Horwich, Bolton, Lancashire BL6 5HQ
JorecS

Tel: 01204 468290 web: joefishcountry.com E Mail: joe@joefishcountry.com
We are FULLY BONDED with the Civil Aviation Authority ATOL Number: 5535

In Association With COUNTRY MUSIC PEQOPLE

CMA MUSIC FESTIVAL TOUR
“SOLD OUT"”

Forthe 3rd Year In-A-Row our CMA Music Festival is “Sold Out”
Don’t miss out in June 2006 -Bookings now being taken!

ARTISTS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN JUNE 2005 INCLUDE:
TRACE ADKINS - BILLY CURRINGTON
DIERKS BENTLEY - BIG & RICH
MARKWILLS - LeANN RIMES
JULIE ROBERTS - KEITH URBAN
PHIL VASSER - JEFF BATES

BILLY YATES - LEE ANN WOMACK
JOE DIFFIE- THE BELLAMY BROTHERS
DARRYL WORLEY - GRECHEN WILSON
JOHN BERRY - TRACY BYRD
SARA EVANS - TRACY LAWRENCE
TRAVISTRITT -PAMTILLIS - TANYA TUCKER
AaRON TIPPIN - NEAL McCOY plus MANY more...

LAS VEGAS - GRAND CANYON & TOMBSTONE

(Few Seats Left!) 29th May to 6th June 2005

GREAT TOURS COMING
JUNE 2006 - BOOK NOW!

"Quality, Knowledge & Experience”

I® - Listen to Joe Fish Country on BBC Radio Lancashire Saturday 12 Noon to 2pm
- 95.5 - 103.9 & 104.5fm - NOW YOU CAN LISTEN TO “JOE FISH COUNTRY"
ON THE INTERNET: www.bbc.co.uk/lancashire Anywhere In The World!!




