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20 years since the hit that swept the world

Crystal Gayle’s still the
blue-eyed girl of country

flae here or alicele shacp there — and | eried. Bur ic didn't feed aghe It
just seemed to take away from the song as a whale, so we cvenrually
decided o leave it as 1t was”

As the younger sister of counery. proneer Lorecta Lynn, Cryseal —
born Brenda Guil Webb = knew to crust her musical instincrs.
Predicrably, it was Loresza- who provided her youngese siser with a
and lgid: che foundation for Creseal's sarly
days a5 o recording areist

"l was never a part of her show, bue
even when | wos lintle, Lorerta would
et me go-on the toad with her during
the summers,” Crvseal <aid, "1 wis the
—tl'i liecle ehaldd e \.\lw u\\-n'lu_h,‘ Ju\'\t;‘
whether or not chey're any good.”

t was 20 years ago this summer that

“Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes Blue”

made Crystal Gayle a household name,
}‘Et the song was almost never released.

har song wasn 't oven the record company’s choice o be che frst
fe off thar parccular album,” the
beautiful brunceee rold COUNTRY
WEEKLY. “They were concerned be-
cause it wis a balled, and ballads are
a lieele harder o sell, especially for
the first single, which is: nsually
sumething upbear,

‘Bur 1 reall}- el like it needed to

firse. taste of performing o

be the firsr ungle o somebod;
would record i and release e

Good decision, e went on 1o be-
come che most-performed zong on
jukebox in 1977 and helped make
Crystal the mose-played artist char
same year, according to the AMOA
Jukebox Awards. “Don’t It Make My
Brown Eyes Blue™ reached Mo, 1 on
rhe counery music chares and seaped
ther
pop chars and Mo, 5 on the pop
charrs in England

“I con’ remember when the single
ame our, we were playing & rodeo in
Sidney, fowa, for a week,” Crysral
said. "As che week went on - from
Monday to Friday - the difference in
the reaction oo the song s more peo-
PJQ‘ btgl!‘. to hear it was ||'er;|;||1_|u
[ remember thinking. at that tme

for four weeks, No. 2 on the
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v the tirme she was 19, she
was good enough
reer of her own and land-
ed her firse récording deal. Ar char
point, being Lorerca Lynn's siscer was
part of her uppeal. Crystal relitd on
Loretta for everyching from manage-
ment (Loretta’s: husband  Mocney
was Crystal's first manager), oo songs
(her first few singles were penned by
Laoretra), nghe down: to her name.
"I needed o change my name be-
cause Brenda Lee was also recording
at the ome, ind my pame
sounded ton much like
hers," Crystal said. =1
didn'c care, 1 just wanted o

QF-k Ci=

be able ro sing and make
records: We were riding
around and Loretta saw
sign for Krystal hamburgers,

Locking good: ka [977, Coystal
relecsed "Don’t It Make My Brown
Eyut Bl from her We Must Believe in Magic afbum ==

She liked ic because she saud
it sounded brighr and shiny
like me. 1 just chowghe, ‘Fine,
and, of course, Guil 15 my middle name.”

special moments that happens sometimes. They gave me the oppor- Drespite the name change, Cryseal couldn’t be more proud of her
theanorealicele  oldersiseer "L Loserra Lyna's liecle sister — char's just the way ic is
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that it might be someching specral.”
Remarkal she SROE it :}nhl.' onoe
I:ur it to |.'|.'| BiTe 4 c|_.:55|:
"W recorded it in

ake,” Crystal noted. "le was one of those
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back and fix some chings — chese mij
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At first, Cryxtal depended on bip shier
Loretta Lynn for advice, songs and aven
her manager - Loretta’s husband Mooney

For TV speciols, Crystal
treveled to Ching [below) epd
iet magicion Doug Henning
turn ber fato o tiger (Fght)

and [ love thae,” Crystal said. “Bor a long time that’s how [ wasknown,
Signs where we plaved would say ‘Loserse Lynn's Baby Sister” One |
remember had it misspelled and it swid: ‘Loretta Lynn's Baby Sitrer.

“I knew all of Lorerea’s songs and [ loved ro sing them, She was
the one who told me o scop singing her music . . . and she was
right. There's ogily one Loreces Lynn, and we don't need anocher!

As Crystal Gayle, she made thar world her own with 18 songs
that went to Mo. | —srarring nor with “Brown Eyes” but with “I'll
Ger Over You,” in [976

Groundbreaking concerts arcund
the world and multi-media sucoess
that meluded work in television and
film have sdded oo ber fame,

"My muom always sad | was sing-
ing even before [ could wall.” Crys
tal suid. "1 don’c know about thae.
I do know thar 've always really
enjoyed it. | thoughe about other
things . . . bur for me, | chink, it was
always music.”

Unlike the rural setting of
Kentucky that served a5 Loret-
ta's down-home canvas, Cryszal
spent the mujoriey of her youth
in Wabuash, Ind., where dhe family
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mowed when she was 4,

In the more wrban sertng,
Crysral was exposed o different
nflucnces thar ulamately were
brought forth in her music

“I grew up complecely different-
ly than Lorerea did,” Crystal said,
"I had différeny influences, and
that probably helped me. A lot of
times people didn't beligve | was
her siten They'd be sitnnge at the
bur making bets ubout whether or
not it wos orue.”

rystal also overcame

natural shyness that inhibited some of her carliest

pecformunces, Good thing, because following rhe suc-
cess of “Don't [t Make My Brown Eyes Blue,” sheé was the ceneer of
attention wherever she went.

From 1976 through 1986 she had ac least one Moo | song every
vear except one. In thut year, 1979, she still had four Top 10s led
by "Half the Way" which peaked ar No. 2

In 1983-53 she had four consecurive singles reach the top of the
charc, The hirst of those was "You and 1,° a duer with Eddie
Rabbice thar also cracked che Top 10 o0 che pop charts.

“With "You and 1. Eddie called me up and asked me to come over
and sing backing vocals,” Crystal recalled. "1 had purposely stayed
away from doing duets becagse | felt it was important to have my own
identiry When | got there and started listening to the track and rrying
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Today, Crystal divides time among her
_-_? Marhrille Waterford Crptel store, o new
aibum, her faband and two children

to decide what | could do with ir, T just fele T could do something nice
by echoing Eddie. It worked our real well.”

In 1979 she also made a hiscoric erip oo Ching a5 pare of o Bob
Hope TV special thar made her che firse country music arrist o
appear there

"China was grear,” she said. “We filmed ar severul locarions =
| got v walk on the Grear Wall of China — and did some perfor-
meinces. The people were very receptive, and followed us wherever
we wene, 1'd love to go back.”

She also starred in some television specials of her own.

I did a senes of specals for CHS, they were musical varesy
showes,” she said. "We had guests
like BB. King and The Seatler
Brothers. One of my favosites was
Dowg Henning, the magionn; Wi
did 2 skic where | was singing a
song and he kepr changing me, He
would change me into a livdde girl
singing amd then back into me. Ar
the end of the song he tumed me
inoo @ ger 1 thoughy i was grear.”

ore than & decade be-
fore Garth Brooks,
Crystal filmed an
HBO concert special. She also re-
cocded songs for two television
shows, Arather Wirld and Dallas, thae each made their way on o
the chares, and she lent her eilenes ro the soundemick of a movie,

Chp From tbe Heard, on which she
collaborared with folk rock singer
Tom Wit and renowned direccor
Franees: Ford Coppola

“Those things are the perks, the
fun chimgs you ger oo do when voa
have some success,” Cryscal said
“1 loved working: with Tom, and
Francis Ford Coppola had a lot wo
do with it oo, He had us over to
has hiouse o listen to the songs.
Tom would write thac nighr, and
[ would record 1810 the morning.
It was really near.”™

These days you might find Crys-
ral ar the Nashwille srore char bears her name and specializes in
Warerford Crvstal. But she's also a mom tober ewo children, Cathe-
rine and Chiris, 25 well o devored wife-oo ber husband of 26 years, Bill
Crarzimis, & songwniter and lowyer who also servis as her manager.
And she’s far from retiring as a recording areise. Recently she finished
work on her second gospel album, which is yer 1o be scheduled for
release, and she just began wark on an album of standards, Cryseal
abso sl vours regularly, where fans line up to gaze adonngly at her
beautiful floor-lengch hair and liscen o her sengbied woice.

"One of the things chat’s really rewnrding is that I've got o
career that's o career, not qust a single,” Cryseal said. “Bur [ do
hive o lot 'of people ask me, “Whae color are voor eyes?

Are they brown or are chey blue?' cw;

Quie asking: They're blue.
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