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No flashy wigs,
gowns or rhine-
stones for Crys-

tal. She leaves
that for Loretta
and Dolly Par-
ton. Crystal's
natural, under-
stated sexuality
is changing the
look and sound
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Loretta’s kid sister
Is country’s new look

By Judith Kinnard

Those arén’l tears turming Crystal's
brown eves blue (hese days. Sinee
winning Female Voealist of the Year
honors (rom the Country Music As-
sociation in Nashville last month,
Loretta Lynn's baby sister is the relgn-
ing queen of country musie.

Laretta’s loss of her long-held coun-
try crown to her sister does not sit well
among Nashville's Obd Guard. Bui
Loretta’s not complaining. She's an
ardent fan who says latly. "Nobody can
sing like her, and nobody's as pretty,”

Today. Crystal Gayle is the new look
and sound of country. And she's one
country girl you can't keep down on
the [arm. Her torchy gold sjug[{' SDan't
It Make My Brown Eyes Blue,” has
given the singer a coveted “crossover”
hit, meaning she's making it big on
both pop and countiry charts.

Linlike most country singers who are
reluctant to seek the lucrative cross-
over hit for fear of allenating loyal
country fans. Crystal is frank about
her goals. "1 would be lying if 1 said [
didn’t want a crossover. With a cross-
over vou reach more people. And |
want to reach more people.” With an
average of 180 performances a year,
she is certainly doing that. These
live performances bring In aboul
800,000 a year, plus a pereentage of
the gate. This doesn’l inelude income
for hit LPs and singles. O course, sis-
ter Loretta makes three times as
mich withoul doing so many one-
nighters. Butl Loretta worked long
and hard to get there, Right now Crys-
tal's paying her dues,

"When | was growing up. Loretta
was already singing,” says Crystal,
talking at home during a rare day off
the road. Her home Is near Nashville,
where she lives with her Greek hus-
band, 25-vear-old Vassillos Gatzimos
teveryone calls him Bill).

Al home Crystal wears jeans and
slmple shirts over her svelte 5-foot,
1-Inch, 101-pound Agure. She is fresh
lnoking without makeup, but has al-
ready adopted her sister's practice of
never telling hver age. (Ed. note: a cad-
dish researcher reveals that Crystal is
24 and Loretta is 42.)

Crystal Gayle’s brown
eyes may be blue, but her
career is pure gold and so

Is her marriage

“To me, she's a ll'vinglq.end." Says

Crystal of sister Loretta Lynn,
reportedly 18 years her senior.
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Bath Crystal and Bill are stlll frying
to get used to her growing popularity.
“We had te give in and gel an unlisted
telephone number last May when we
started getting weird calls, ™ says Bill. a
second-yvear law student at Vanderbiit
University School of Law in Mashwville.

Theyll be in the position of many
working couples when Bill graduates:
searching for a home base that will
satisfy both careers. Nexl summer
they plan to try L.A. where, despite her
impeccable country credentials, eril-
ics say Crystal's honeyed volee and

aried singing style alreacdy helong,

Heralbums, which stay on the coun-

try charts for a year at a time, are as
likely to contain a tune by Cole Porter
as by a country writer. And hersize-
five halter dresses and velvet pant-
suits, draped by a three-fool cascade of
dark hair. give Crvstal a sophisticated
veneer of understated sexuality rare
among the wide-skirted dresses,
elaborate wigs and rhinestones worn
by her couniry-music peers.

The difference In style Is not surpris-
ing. Although Loretta bullt a fortune
on classic country songs and tales of
rock-hard poverty in Butcher Hollow,
Ky., Crystal’s memories are of the
Midwest. When Crystal was 4, her fam-
iy moved to Wabash, Ind., to'get her
father away from the coal mines. She
was the last ol elght children, and
Loretta had already moved away.

Their father, Ted Webb, died in
1959, Their mother, Clara Webb
Butcher, who sometimes travels with
her daughters, Is considered the
“backbone of the family” by Crystal.
“Daddy couldn’t get a job at first, sd
she gol a job and sent for us, | was so
young when we moved from Keniucky
that | don’t remember anvthing aboul
it savs Crystal, whose voice has no
trace of her sister’s Southern drawl,
YAl remember IS sitng (n the back-
yard in Wabash singing along to Les-
lie Gore's ‘It's My Party.™

During high school she worked
weekends in places she "got into with-
out getting in trouble” because of her
age. carning #20 a night for extra
clothes, Her sister’s suceess led Crys-
tal and two ather siblings to try their
luck in Nashville. “I never considered
doing anything else,” she says.

So Brenda Gall Webb [Crystal's real
name} arrived In Musie Cliy at age 17
fresh from high-school graduation.
She was armed with a recording con-
tract. a stage name of Loretta’s devis-
ing (taken from a Nashville hamburger
stand) and a single (o record.

That contract with Decea Records
resulted in little suceess —either [or
her or for the brother and sister who
had accompanied her—and ended Ina
parting of the ways In 1973 when
Crystal moved to Uniied Artists.
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“That was s turning point,” she
savs, Tl remember starting with aotl-
Ing and hoping. | remember trying
Ly make the decision: Should | Be a
housewife or try a career? | didn’t de-
clde untlh T went te United Artists,”

For the past two vears, Crystals de
clsion has meant almost (otal SepEra-
tion fromm her husband, whom she
married in 18971, They snatch days (o-
gether when she comes into town, He'll
put aside his books and take her to
dinner or to a movie. They might even
go shopping, one of her favorite pas-
times. “You should see her at Christ-
mus, She goes wild buving everything
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lor everyhody, " BIll says.

B ] WY, W Te golng separale
wiys,” she confesses, “Bul we bath re
spect whial we wanl todo, L didn’
stand in his way when he wanted (o go
to law scheol, even (Uit meant going on
thie road without him. He sacrificed
Iwo years and traveled with me until 1
coukd hiford a band. ™

Bill harbors no resentment aboul
the long absences. | know that she
wanis todoe this. We're hoth loose with
each other,” he savs. Bul he remem-
bers i less hectle lile fondly, *Now
she has eight or nine people on the
payroll.” he savs, “Bul [ ean remember

-

Riding her own five acres is a treat for Crystal. She's away 180 days a year.
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when we'd go on the road, just e bwo
Oof us I acar,”

They are looking forward (o some
Hine ol over the holidays, “'d Hke (o
Join a Bealth spa el get in shape,™
says Crystal, “Tean’t seem Lo gel much
exercise on the road. | wani tobea
housewile for a month, o clean the
house and put up curtains.” She
sends a cloud of dust oul of the drapes
with & shake and points to a sheet cov-
ering awindow in the back room.

"I'm really looking forward (o this
vacation. But when it's over, 'l be
ready to go back to work thinking iUs
time to pet things going again.” [
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Crystal's a "crossover” hit—as popular with pop fans as with country.
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