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GAYLE WARNING: CRYSTAL IS gt o |
STORMING UP THECHARTS
LIKE HER SISTER, LORETTALYNN

TV hostess Dinah Shore brings togathor
two Country Music Academy Aw ard win-
ners and nonrival siblings: Loretta and
Crystal

Her maiden name is Brenda Gail
Webb; by marriage, she's Mrs. Vassilios
Gatzimos. To country music fans who
had heard of her at all, she was just
the baby sister of the queen, Loretia
Lynn. Then at the behest of big sister,
she began to bill hersell as Crystal
Gayle. The inspiration came, Loratta
confesses, from the Kristal hamburger
chain (which Is big In the Southern Rim)
—"It's a real star nama.” “"Yah,"
cracks Kid sis, “"but a star inwhat kind
of show?"

As it turned out—respectabie Grand
Ole Opry. Crystal's 'l Get Over You just
became the No. 1 country tune and
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Crystal and Bill Gatzimos have parlayed
their high school courtship into a music

publishing business at home in Nashville.
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appears fo be rising on the overall pop
charts higher than any single in the
whole 16-year career of her Nashville
purist sibling. But by any name, Crys-
tal, now 25, would sing as sweet,
Even before her first hit she began to
tour with superstars, among them har
sister's longtime pardner, Conway
Twitty. This spring the Academy of
Counfry Music picked Crystal as 1976's
Most Promising Female Vocalist—an
honor won the year before by Linda
Ronstadt. (Of course, Loretta carried
the night, copping four awards includ-
ing Entertainer of the Year.,)

“It's helped me and i1's hurl me,”

says Crysial of her family connectian.
“Ii*s never bothered ma, though. | like
having a sister as famous as Loretta.”
Notes Lynn, who previously and less
successiully tried to boost another sis-
ter, Peggy Sue, and a brother, Jay Lea
Webb: “If you help 'em, they feel guilty;
if you don’t help "em, you feel guilty.”
The two successiul sisters are 16
years apart in age and grew up in two
different worlds. Crystal, the eighth and

Photographs by Rasanne Rubenstein




Ldy

At 25, Crystal Gayle has a Ho. 1 country hit that may outsell the best of her elder sister, Nashville gueen Loretta Lynn.

last child in the family (and the only one
to be born in a hospital), speaks witha
decidedly different accent from Lorat-
ia, the second-eldest, Gayle has a
Wabash, Ind. twang as compared 1o
Lynn's pure Eastern Kentucky hills lilt,
It was Loretta who was the troubled
Coalminer’s Daughterin song, lile and
now-naw autoblography.

Loretia was only 13 when she mat
and married a local moonshiner, Oliver
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“Mooney” Lynn Jr., and was a grand-
mother al 29, Bul Crystal managed 1o
restrain hersell until she reached

20, when she wad Vassilios {(“You can
seg why |'m called Bill"). Har high
school swain, he was then a sopho-
mora at the University of Indiana. For
the past three years he's bean man-
aging Crystal's career, but this fall
he enters Vanderbilt Law School. Right
now the couple lives modestly for an

aspiring queen of country music and
prince regent, They have a small older
house outside Nashville, situated on
five acres, where they keep a horse
and a dog "of every breed.” Thelr mov-
i@ lastes are relatively sophisticated
—Waody Allen and Gene Wiider
—though, somehow, they've missed
Nashville, whose breakdown-prone
heroine is patterned partially atter sis-
ter Loretta. CONTINUED
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Crystal hersalf grew up in Paintsville,
Ky. She recalls, “Loretta was already
married and out of the house. By the
time | was aware of anything, she was
already singing. | grew up singing to the
records of Lesley Gore and Brenda Lea
and folk music like Peter, Paul and
Mary." When the coal mines ware de-
pleted, Crystal's lather uprooted the
family and moved them to a colony of
gx-miners in Wabash. Ha was alling with
black lung and high blood pressure, so
Crystal's mother supported them with
a series of jobs, including nurse’s
alde work in a home for retarded chil-
dren (until her recant retirement)."She
was the backbone of the family,” Crys-
talramembears. 'and she still is.
the'” ]




