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For Elvis fans,

a $250 memento
The cheerleader
who's marrying
'King Hussein

A taxpayers’
m_wlt breaks out

Crystal
Gayle L&

Two ambitious |
‘sisters try to
keep cool in

‘music’s hottest
rivalry




wht:n the King of Memphis died, the
laat surviving monarchy In muske de-
valved upon Mashvilla, The iroublo was
that the Country Gueen, Loretta Lynn,

had baan an the throne lor 15 Years,
Mow all of a sudden, {or excilement,
thers are twa threatening pretanders
Chne Is Dolly F‘artun who despite—or
mora p use of—her
lust for ame bacama the
mast pramingnt nationally and thus
turned off the xenophoble quesnmak-
ers &t home, The ather, a sistér of the
CpUDiEn, hall=pop,
ale sellout
aryana had mal-
i, the 'ril.'u'rl.r was [aln Al ang
gntatiomn,
jIJ'lI‘.'rllhIrl
1 Parton’s I'.|...|_r'||l.rl..
out of the bast fTemalae
rd, Dodly, bk s8, quiatlhy
ipon L tta's tradp-
rmark train il thal nams popped

B4

Crystals Country-pop chlc makes has
Idmal for TV guast shats snd govermmeant

commarcisls proamoting mine safoty.

perversaly out of the anvelops.
mrciful upsel, Tammy Wyn
and forestalled their puerile retaliatony
pranks.) The standoff now is botween
Lynn and her sister, Crysial Gayle
Mot even Loretta, 43, music's first fe-
mala millioraire, avar had 8 year like
Crystal's labesy, Her torchy Dan'l i
ake My Brc Eyes Blva—har sixth
siralght Country hil—croased over to
1. on the pop cha
ant standar teelling any of Lo
retia’s hits. It twrned platinum while
Loratts o ﬁ';.'ﬁ‘ -'na fel 1o soe hor
atal Beat
1’._'.'r.'1.u. fr_: mialo
& fallowead next

Sho plays Vogas; bul Lorotia aticks to
her pure Couniry rools by slnglng
algngeide CRW Hall-of-Famors liko thae
Grand Ole Opry's Ema st Tubb.
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CRYSTAL GAYLE AND
. LORETTA LYNN SING
. ATALEOFTWO
SISTERS—NOW

THAT IT’S THE
BEST OF TIMES
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Az Loretta calculates: "l kind of
plannad |t this way, ‘cepl | thought
Crysial'd do aven more balorae now,”
The siblings indisputably lead separalo
ives, Though Crystal and her husband
Vassilles " That's why thay call ma
Bill") Gatzimos, ve cnly 70 miles from
Loretta's place oulsida Nashville, Crys-
lal hagn'l set fool thers in seven yearns,
“Thay o8 each other if they'ré work-
ing togeihor,” BIE says, “or at awards
shows" (usually competing in the same
categoryl. Recently they were startled
1o go bump on a plang 10 Chicago

Crystal gave lalllng-out gossip una:s-
peciad credance when she speculated
o ang intervigwer about the afteref-
facts of the aarly nurturing of her
carear by Loretta’s husband, Oliver
“Mooney™ Lynn Jr. “Mooney was tak-
ing me arcund to radio statlons and
gatting me golng,"” Crystal explainad,
"Bul some stupld woman remarked 1o
Loratta that she should watch her
baby sister. 1 only takes a seed of
dout, In the back of her mind 1| think
she alerays thought, ‘Hmmmmm,” "
“"People iry (o maka it like woe compaoie,
but that’s all in thalr minds,* scofts Lo-
retta, “We fight a litle bit, bud that™s
just slstars, And we never fight over
the music business.” The women were

EH'CILrﬂl'lt closar this ‘S-l:ll'il"l-ﬂ when thelr
rnather, Clary, fell gravely il and was

operated on for a cancerous lung
PTG

Than, oo, unencumberod by pop-
crossovar aspirations, Lorotta s lotting
her own Country purist carear flaurish
"Cryetal has a style of her own,” she
says. "But I'm Country and that's the
way I'm gonna-stay. I1's fed me real
good, I 1 tried to go pop, | couldn’t make
it."” Her latest single, Oul of My Head
and Back in My Bed, s another hit, and
ashe and Conway Twitty are still Coun-
s super dud, Loretla has sung
hor Coal Minagr’'s Davghter anthem al
tha White House, no less, Her autobi-
ography by the samas tille was a
1976 best-seller, A movie version isun-
der way with Skesy (Carrle] Spacek as
Loretta and Harrlson (Star Warsl Forg
as Moonay, This spring Loratia’s
nonstop touring (she logs 120 conceris
and 150000 miles a yaar) took har to
Veagas as a headliner, “Bul |l pesple
wiant a pop show, lot "em go soa Helen
Raddy or Liberace,"” she cautions. “ky
name may be in big Ughts, but s sl
spalled Country,"”

Most hearteningly, Loratia has bro-
ken frea of her alarming cycles of plils-
and-hospltalization. But her anse
fragile health, she can now |oke, IS too
good. I'm gattin® fal" She's up to 130
pounds, compared (o a wasted 93 dur-
ing her most recont breakdown two and

a hall years ago. Psychotherapy has
weaned her away from “nerve piil’
(downers) dependency, "bacause |
know I'd énd up lakin® too many

one day,” Regardiess of the nolariaty,
Booxe was never har hang-up,

Moonoy's altracthveness (o womon
and his drinking wound up in Loretia’s
songs, bul now she's strong enough for
the bwo of them (o have seen Honae
Blakley's brittie takeof! of har In the
Hobert Altrman ilm Masheile, Moongy
snorls, "It was the worst goddamn moy-
la | ever sae. " Loratta fownd it “lunmy,
funny, funny, Of course, | recognlzed
mysail—untll the end,” she adds,
rfarring to the assassination scene, |
knew they wanted to get rid of me In
Mashville, bul | didn’t know they wanl-
ed to that badly.” Loreita, in tact, dooa
hiré securlty guards bocausa of
crank death threats, “and | move aboui
anstage a litthe bl more instead of
standin” stil."”

Ag Crystal figures it, Loretta “should
slop working 5o hard, & woman of har
stadure just shouldn't have (0 kedp pro-
win® hersalf on the road.” Yel Lorelta
says that her $200,000 customized
Tauring bl & the only home whero she
sleops soundly. "“When | comea hame,
I'm loat and can't find my under-
clothes." She siHl Teals guilty abouw
neglecting hor first four children and
frets that twins Patsy and Peggy.

13 ("When they start coming In twos

it's time to stop”) are “slippin" away. |
couldn’t tell them apart, It bore 'em up
—1 didm®t Bnow how badly untll latar.”

Loratla’s striving begen with a pov
grty=stricken Appalachian childhood
now enshrined inthe Lynn canon,

She was born the second of eight chil-
drgn in Butcher Hollow, Ky. Her father,
Melwvin Webb, was a miner wha had
Black lung dizeasse and died in 1859, Lo-
rEtta was marrie-d al 13 19 mosnshing-
runngr Lynn, Har first child came at 14,
and she was a grandmother gt 20, By
the time Brenda Gall, the “baby" ol the
Webb family, arrbved, Loratta and Moo
nay had moved away to Washington
siaie, whare by age 24 Loretta had
learmed to play and $ing with a Sears
guitar

Crystal represantad a ditfarent lat-
ude, aitiiude and generatlon—Iinhe
anly child in the family 1o be bormina
hospilal. Christened Bronda, she graw

CONTHUED

“HRomotimas it helps to have a famous big
sister,” says Crystal, visiting with Loretta,
“and somatimes it herts,™

Phaotographs by SHok Lowson
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up in Wabash, Ind , whera her father
had moved 10 a retlred miners” colany
ard har mother eked out support as a
nurse's alde. As a leenagar she

bagan fouring summors with Loreta’s
show. Loretta came up with her gisler's
stage name, insplred by the South's
Krystal hamburgar chain, She had al-
ready unsuccessfully tried 1o pramals
the Cargars of two other siblings. “1'd
planned it to be for them the way it =
for Brenda .. . ah, Crystal,” she says. |
have to walch mysell, it hurks, butl you
can only keap “em with you so lang
and then they hawve 16 sprout their own
wings.” Crystal's liver came when Lo
rella wrale & tune for Mashville

singer Brenda Lee, I've Cried the Blue
Hight Qut of My Epes. “'But Les's ayas
are Brown,” Crystal points out, "o |
got . The seng becams a modest hit
—and lhan Soared whan rergleased
this spring.

Today the sisters e as diftarant as
their accents—Crystal’s nagal Hoeosier
twang versus Laratia’s soft mawntain
ilt. Laratta’s 10-room anlebellum man-
sion in Hurrbcans Mills, Tenn., the town
ipop. 120] she literally owns, sits on &
£, 00-acTe spread that's Hashville's an
swer 10 Busch Gardens, Mooney
oversess a atall of 20 who tend the

farm, Hvestock, the Loratta Lynn Dude
Ranch and Loretia Lyns Mussum

The shy and resorved Crystal, by
camparison, lives unpretentiously with
Bill, her high school sweelhsar and
nusband of Sevdn yaars, on live acres
culside Nashyille, where he s a third-
y@ar sludont at Vanderbilt Law School
For threse years he postpanad his own
faw carcer 1o manage Gayle's fulure.
Though Crystal has sampled L. A_'S
Country/rock mexus [ dossn'l scare
mE; people ane just as full of bull thers
as in Nashwville™}, her plans selflessty
dopand upon Bill's, “I'm mobile in my
career. Wherever he wanis o go |
cango.” Agfor children,

Crystal giggles, 'l have 30 njeces
and nephews, and | may add 1o
that total"

She's determined 1o avoid the grind
that wore down Loreita. “I've learnsd
from her mistakes,"” Crystal says. “She
never knows ahead of time what sha's
daoing. When the time comes, she's told
I'm mare my awn boss. ' learned o
say ‘Mo, W that judgment implies a re-
buke from her younger sistar, Laraiia
isunfazed. “I'm atll soli-hearted and
haven't learned a thing. But I'm proud of
Brenda, She's gonna be all right,”

HOBERT WINDELER

Modorn kusband Bill Gatsimos sot back his
tow schagl studies threa yoars to master
ralred wife Cryslal's careor broaktwough,

‘With Lorotia sswoy, Mooney and twins Pat-
sy and Peggy oblige teurists at the dude
ranch ¢n tholr Tonnosses homaostend.




