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FLorettas kid sister

Crystal Gayle:
at home in
the middle

of the road

By Martha Hume

ARTFORD, CON-

NECTICUT — On

the stage of the Bush-

nell Auditerium,

Crystal Gayle, named
this year's Best Female Vocahst
by the West Coast-based Acad-
emy of Country Music, was do-
ing a version of “Heat Wawe"
ut Tull 1ilt, She Tollowed with a
bluesy ** Baby on My Mind," and
fimnlly finished hier 35-minute sel
with o series of country chari
hits, Then she yielded the stage
1o Billy *Crash™ Craddock, who
launched into 4 medley of Fifties
rock 0’ roll.

That's country music  these
days, and Crystal Gayle, the 22-
year-old younger sister of Loretta
Lynn, typifies the style—or non-
style—as well as any womsn in
the business. The Sisters seem o
have little more in commaon than
the same two parents. Loretin
was married and gone from home
when Crystal was born, and after
four years in Butcher Hollow,
Kentucky, Crystal moved with
the family to Wabash, Indiann,
where she grew up listening to
Brends Lee and Leslie Gore
rather than the Grand Ole Opry.
Crystal dismisses the difference
between herself and Loretta with
a simple, *"'We grew up in differ-
et plaoces.™

Crystal is a5 introveried as her
sister is oulgning. Even onstage,

‘Incountry you
make a lot of
fans that are just
gonna stick with
you all the time."

she maoves very litile as she sings,
and her between-song patter is
almost nonexistent. She's
serubbed-clean pretty, with deep
blue eves and & nine-year growth
of shiny brown hair, and gen-
crally has the air of the good girl
in school, Or, as one observer of
her show remarked: “She’s the
kind of girl 1"d like to push n a
mud puddle.™

MNonctheless, Crystal grew up
wanting to be a singer. In junior
high, she says, she played guitar
and sang folk [Conr. on 30
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Crystal Gayle

[Comt, from 28] music-cspecinlly
Peter, Paul and Mary songs,
Later, she wurned to other styles
and began performing in public,

“] would sing for—what do
youd call it—Moose Lodge, that
type of thing," says Crystal, “I°d
sing ‘Hella Dolly” and *Summer-
time” —llt different types of
songs.”

She was drawn to Nashville
hiécause of her sister’s presence
there and fell into country music
noterally, Her stage name of
Crysial (her real name is Brendo)
was given her by Lorelta, who
had seen it on a Krystal Ham-
borger stand, “1 didn't r:lJIr
care whnt 1 was called,”
Crystal, * ‘cause 1 was n:um
10 recopd.”

Her very first single, “'I've
Cried { The Blue Rightout of My
Eyes)™ went to Mumber 23 on

the country charls in 1970, She .

tourcd for o while with Loretta,
played country fairs and festi-
vals and appeared on Jim Ed
Brown's Cowntry Ploce TV show
belore signing with United Art-
ists in 1973,

“I didn't really consider get-
ting in the business undil 1 got
with UA." savs Crystal. * | didn’t
know what 1 was doing. 1 was a
little vounger at the time and
didn't know the ropes or if this
wits the career 1 wanted. | knew
it was hard and 1 had to make a
decision that I had te hit the road
or forget it and stay home. 1 de-
cided 10 ry ™

Crypatal Gayle:
she and sirler
Loretta Lynn
have Ltte ’
FROFE 7
cormmon

than the
same fuo

parentr,

United Artists paired Crysial
with Allen Reynolds, a producer
who has such & rigid style that
his-songs often sound as if they
camie off an assembly line. Mone-
iheless, Allen Reynolds prodsc-
uons get o be hits with grest
regulnrity.

50 far, she's hit the country
charts with “Restless™; “"Wro
Feond Agnin™; *This [s My Year
for Mexice''; "I'Il Get Chver
You,' her first number one; and
“I'd Do It All Ower Again™
Her third album, Crisial, has
been on Billbeard s country ul-
bum chart for over 35 weeks. In
1975 the Academy of Country
Muslc named her Most Proms-
ing Female Vocalist, and this
wvenr she beul ber sisier in the
“best™ category of the same -
panization, Her ot two singles
indicated nn emerging style near-
er to MOR than hard country;
bt Crystal says she still wants 1o
be classified o8 o country act,

And 50, in irue country music
tradition, Crystal is launching 4
fan club. Jim Duavidson, the
chub’s president, was at the Han-
ford show, consulting between
seiswith Crysial on photographs,
mismbership cards and the pur-
chase of & mimeograph machine
of which 10 turn out letters from
Crystal Gayle.

“1 do want 13 be country, bul
I wouldn't mind having cross-
over songs,” she says. *But coun-
try is my roots: in country you
make & bot of Tans that are just
ponna-stick with vou nll the time.

In pog, you can be up one minute
ond down the other.™ -
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