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Several weeks ago 1 had the opportunity 1o chat with
country music icon Crystal Gayle. Who better symbaol-
izes the heart 'of America than this idolized country
singer from the Appalachian coal mining town of
Paintsville, Kentucky.

Crystal's way with music is hardly surprising consider-
ing her life story. The youngest of eight children, Crys-
tal was influenced by a wide variety of music growing
up. She listened to folk, pop, rock and roll, Broadway
show tunes, gospel and country with equal fascination,
As a small child, she sang along with Lesley Gore,
Brenda Lee and Patsy Cline on the radio. Later, the
Beatles and Peter, Paul and Mary exencd powerful ¢re-
ative influences. Loretta Lynn, Crystal's older sister,
also encouraged her. While growing up, Crysial trav-
tled and sang with Loretta for a few weeks each sum-
mer.

While still in school
Crystal signed her first
recording contract. Her
debut single, “I"ve Cried
(The Blue Right Out of
My Eves),"” was written
by Loretta and reached
the Top 25 on the na-
lional country music
charts. Three more
singles were released
during the next three
years and each found o
place on the charts.

Love LP produced hits such as “Baby What About You,"”
“'Til 1 Gain Control Again” and “Our Love Is On The
Faultline.” Crystal continued her string of hit albums
with the release of Cage the Songbird, Nobody Wants
To Be Alone, Straight To The Hearnt, Nobody's Angel,
Ain't Gonna Worry, Three Good Reasons and Best Al-
ways. Crystal also recorded a popular Christmas-col-
lection, A Crystal Christmas, and a duet album with
Crary Morris, What If We Fall In Love, which includes
the hit singles "Makin' Up For Lost Time" and “An-
other World,” the theme song from the hit TV soap op-
era. Lrystal guest starred on several episodes of “An-
other World” where she was stalked by a ruthless killer.
Besides her numerous awards, Crystal also won a
Grammy for her extra-ordinary performance of her
world-wide hit "Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes Blue.”
The American Music Awards also recognized her art-

1stry and beauty by nam-

ing her its Favorite Fe-
male Country Video
Artist,

Crystal has had two
highly acclaimed CBS
prime time TV specials,
the Crystal Gayle Spe-
cial in 1979 and a year
later, Crystal, followed
by an HBO concert spe-
cial. She appeared in
Bob Hope's historic
NBC-TV special, On
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Reynolds and her first top ten record), “Beyond You,"”
“Somebody Loves You,” "I'll Get Over You" (her first
¥l hit) and “Never Miss A Real Good Thing." With her
fourth album, We Must Believe In Magic, Crystal be-

came the first female country artist 1o achieve platinum
sales status, This album included the international coun-

Iry and pop smash “Don't It Make My Brown Eves

Blue." Her next album, also platinum, When 1 Dream,

contained the title song and “Talking In Your Sleep,”
which was BMI's most played country song in 1978,
This impressive list grew with Miss The Mississippi,
her fourth gold album, and it, along with albums such

4 These Days and Hollywood Tennessee, produced the

hits “Half The Way,” “If You Ever Change Your Mind,"

“The Woman In Me" and “Livin' In These Troubled

Times." During this period Crystal recorded the
soundtrack for Francis Ford Coppola’s acclaimed film
“One From The Heart™ with Tom Waits,

In 1982 Crystal recorded her first ever duet single, the
chan-topping “You and 1," with Eddie Ribbit. Her True
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miny, Spain, Sweden, Finland, Holl:
Hong Kong and the Philippines. She alsc
100 concerts a year in the United State:
Crystal has always been generous witl
efforts on behalf of charitable and com
In 1988 she received the Waterford Cn
tion of Light" award in recognition of h
table activities. Crystal has recorded t
for the Make-A-Wish Foundation and
eral years as co-host of the Arthritis Fo
thon.

Crystal has released two inspirational ;
day, which was nominated for a Gram
collection of primarily original materi;
music video of the title track was filn
Greece. Someday contains thirteen son
which highlight her faith by sharing a he
of abundant spiriteal life.

Crystal and her fans enjoyed Someday
she followed it with another Christian
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Beautiful. The twenty selections on He Is Beautiful fo-
cus on the traditional hymns that Crystal grew up sing-
ing in church.

Most recently, Cryhldl recorded a collection of
children’s lullabies titled In My Arms. Conceived, writ-
ten and produced by Nashville’s Steve Ivey and Denny
Jiosa, In My Arms is Crystal’s first album for children.
“I have wanted to do an album of children’s songs ever
since [ recorded “Songs,” a duet with Big Bird, several
years ago. Steve and Denny approached me with some
wonderful material and I couldn’t resist joining in.”
A long-time resident of Nashville, Crystal spends much
of her personal time raising her two children, Catherine
and Chris. Another aspect of her life is her business,
“Crystal’s For
Fine Gifts and
Jewelry,” which is
located in Nash-
ville. This popu-
lar gift and jew-
elry shop has
been the subject
of many national
television and
magazine feature
stories. It all adds
up to one of the
most diverse indi-
viduals in the en-
tertainmegit in-
dustry. Crystal
Gayle is truly one
of a kind.

Chaunce
Hayden: It’s not
every day that I
get to chat with
an American
treasure.
Crystal Gayle:
(Laughs) You're
making my head big!

You look great!

Well, I'feel good. I love being out on the road, singing
and entertaining. I think that keeps me young.

Maybe it’s those Appalachian Mountain genes?
That’s right! (Laughs)

Most of us have seen the movie “Coal Miner’s
Daughter,” starring Sissy Spacek as your older sister,
Loretta Lynn. I’ve got to know what you thought of
the movie.

I've seen the movie, and I think it’s fabulous.

How many times have people asked you if you’ve
seen the movie?

Lots of times! One of the questions I always get is,
“Which one were you?” And I always tell them, “Count

the children! There were only seven and I was number
eight!” So I didn’t get in the movie. I was the baby in
the family.

How accurate was the film?

It was really pretty accurate. There were some things
that they did just for filming purposes that weren't quite
right, but that was okay. The only thing that bothered
me about the movie was the person they had playing
my mother. She did a great job, but that was not my
mother. They pnrlrayed her as very down and very
somber. But that wasn’t my mother. My mother was
just out there! But that was the only thing.

Did you really grow up in a shack?

When my mom and dad first got married, they 1nc:d in
an even smaller shack
than that. We actually
have a brother named
Herman who still lives in
the area and gives tours
of the old house. You can
still visit that old house!
It looked like a very
depressing place.

Once you go back there
and you see the beautiful
hills and how wondcrful
the people are, it’s not so
gloomy. But we didn’t
have a lot of things,
that’s true.

Be honest. Have you
ever tried moonshine?
(Laughs) Yes! Of course!
We always had a few jars
of it lying around.
When Loretta Lynn
started to sell records,
how soon was it before
you felt the benefits of
her success?

[ was definitely happy to
see Loretta be able to
take care of her own
family. She had five or
six kids at the time. I remember our mom actually
sending her money in the beginning.

Okay, let’s talk about your amazing hair. As long as
I can remember, your hair has reached the floor.
You know, when I was growing up my mother kept my
hair really, really short. I mean it was cut to the ears.
She just didn't have time to take care of my hair and
send me to school. I think that’s why T always wanted
to have it long enough to put in a pony tail.

Do you consider yourself a national treasure?

No! Ireally just consider myself a singer. I' ve been very
lucky to have a lot of good people behind me throughout
my career, and a lot of good luck. This business is not
easy. You can have a hit record one day and be off the
label the next. So I've been very lucky.
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But don’t you feel there’s something extra special
rabout you?

(Laughs) Well, we have fun out there!

Did you feel there was a lot of pressure to succeed
because of the success of Loretta Lynn?

You know, when I first started people would introduce
me as Loretta Lynn’s little sister. It didn’t bother me,
because that's what I was. She's my sister and I love
her. It never bothered me. It opened a lot of doors and
it closed a lot of doors. But I had success, so I don’t
have those other thoughts like “What if I haven’t
succeeded? How would I feel?”

Most sisters have their moments when they just don’t
get along. Was there ever a time when you and
Loretta didn’t get
along? Especially

Well, if you really want long hair like mine, don’t use
the dryer. If you want to keep it good and healthy, let it
dry on its own.

Your hair must be worth money.

(Laughs) I never thought about it!

You have two teenage children. Do they know how
famous their mom is?

I'm mom first. But they realize that I go out there and
sing. For the beginning parts of their lives they traveled
with me a lot, so they’ve been all over the world.
Let’s talk a little bit about music.

Sure.

Have country music and pop music finally merged?
Country music has definitely taken on a pop edge.
There’s still the true
hardcore country

when it came to your
careers?

No. We both headed in
different directions.
We really didn’t fight.
I've read in the
tabloids that we’'ve
fought, but we weren’t
around each other that
much to have any
problems. Of course,
we're sisters, and we
can sit down and argue
about something. But
that’s okay.

Loretta was always
very conservative on
stage. On the other
hand, you’ve always
leaned toward the
sexy side. Did you
ever get friendly
advice from Loretta
that maybe you were
being too sexy?
Lately, 1T know that
Loretta would like me
to cut my hair. But yes,
there were times throughout the years where she wanted
me to cut my hair because it wasn’t anormal thing. But
I couldn’t fix hair. I'm not a beautician. So it was just
casy for me to keep it very long.

By the way, how long does it take to wash your hair?
It’s gét to be a major hassle.

When I'm performing, I wash it every day.

Do you have a team of people who are in charge of
just your hair?

No, there’s not that many people that can work with
long hair like this. There's a woman in New York named
Maria who's very good. She deals with long hair only.
She knows how to comb it and do all the things you
have to do. But normally I just do it myself.

It must take hours.

singers, but it’s been
overshadowed lately.
So I would say, yes,
country music is
much more pop.
How did
happen?

Well, a lot of people
who buy records
today are children,
and those children
are looking for pop-
sounding records.
Plus, a lot of the
country music
producers today
started out doing pop
music, so there’s that
strong influence
mixing in as well. It’s
what they know.
Does that bother
you?

No, that’s okay. But
I wouldn’t want to
see pure country go
away cither!
Some feel

that

pure
country is a thing of the past.

I hope that’s not true. It's still there, it just gets
overshadowed. Right now, it’s just important to the
record companies that the songs being put out are able
to cross over to the pop market.

With that in mind, are you also affected by that?
Do you yourself need to sound more pop and
youthful to sell records?

If I was just starting out, I probably would be affected
by that.

Today it seems that any young female starting out
must also be very beautiful and be willing to pose in
magazines in thongs. Would you have been willing
to do what it takes had you just been starting out

Continued on page 42
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today?
I wouldn't have done some of the things girls are doing
today. But that’s just me.

What kind of fan comes to your shows these days?
I get a lot of mixed people. From little girls with real
long hair to their moms and dads!

Is it true you have some American Indian blood in
you?

The reason why I have hair that grows so fast is because
of the American Indian that’s in me. I'm Cherokee, and
I'm also Scottish
and Irish. That’s
where my temper
comes from!

Tell me three
things about you
that would shock
me.

Well let’s see ... 1
love popcorn. Does
that count?

I knew you were a
troublemaker! Do
you work out
every day?

I should workout
every day. But ...
You’re so thin!

I was a lot thinner
when | was
younger. I love
food! I love to eat!
You look great.
But would you
ever consider
plastic surgery if
and when the time
came where you
felt you needed a
lift or a tuck?

Do I have to answer
that?

Of course!

Well, I think if
you're in show
business and you
want to look better

Yeah! He’s a great guy. He actually sang on my last
CD.

I know he smokes a lot of weed. I was on his tour
bus once and I got so stoned just from the fumes
that I couldn’t find my car for hours.

But he still sings great!

What’s your opinion of MTV?

I think it’s great! I like all that stuff. You have to have
things that appeal to everyone. There are all different
types of markets for all different types of people.

So many people around the world love you. Have
you ever said
“Why me?”
I've always felt
so honored. I
love that people
enjoy my music
and what I've
stood for.

Ever been in a
scandal?

I know that's
what the press
wants but ... I'm

the book.

Will you really
write a book
about your life
one day?

I don't know. 1
could.

Would you
name names?
Yeah!

What big stars
did you date
before you were
married?

['m not going o
tell you! That's
for the book!

I can only
imagine. Have
you met

President Bush?
Yes! My sisters

or feel better, it’s
okay. Even if .

you’re not in show business and you just want to look
better and you’ve got the extra money to do it, why
not? You just have to be careful who you go to. So no,

I’m not opposed to plastic surgery at all. I keep saying

I need an overhaul! (Laughs)

You look great! So is there one question nobody has
ever asked you and you wish they would?

Oh my! Probably not! (Laughs)

So be honest. Have you ever partied with Willie
Nelson?

0

Loretta and
Peggy went oul
and campaigned for him. And we just had a ball! I really
like him,

Did you have fun talking to me?

Yes, I really did! I liked all your direct questions!

steppin’ Out

You can send comments to
Chaunce Hayden at Chaunce100@aol.com
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